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For The Sunday-School Times. 
BELIEVING. 
Korda, I believe—lkelp Thou mine unbelief.” 


If I helieved, would not this cross 

Of daily care and daily loss, 

Lose half its weight of weary pain? 

Aud lite de Christ, and death be gain? 
Would narrow hom. 8 seem drear and dread, 
If I believed that all the dead 

In Christ who die, with Christ shall rise, 
Aud shure His glory ip the skies? 


Could I not bear the burdens here 

If I believed that Heaven was near? 

Or truly felt that One, my Friend, 

Was with me always—to the end?— 
Why need [I shrink trom toil or pain? 
Or weary hand? or throbbing brain? 

Or feet whose journeyings might be read 
In blood along the path we tread? 


Jf I believed that Jesus died 

For all the lost who wander wide, 

Ant that. He bids us live to win 

His ransomed from the paths of sin, 

Could Lin folly fling away 

The golden hours, the fleeting day? 

Or idly fold these idle hands, 

Aud leave unwrought His high commands? 


If I believed my Father's eye 
Marked every action from on high,— 
Or deemed His ear divine had heard 
My foolish wish, my idie word— 

If I believed that sins of mine 

Must put toshame that love divine— 
Could all my weakness vainly dare 
Again to mock such love and care? 


Ray! nay! Condemned on every hand, 
In helpless guilt, ashamed I stand !— 
Condemned! without excuse or plea, 

I ean but turn, O Lord! to Thee! 

And [ believe /—Thy promise blest 

Is all my retuge, all my rest.— 

While, kneeling here in shame and grief, 
I pray Thee help mine unbelief! 


Andover, Afass. 


- a <r oe 


MABEL, 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL CURIOSITIES. 


BY J. BENNET TYLER, 


E promised the readers of The Times 
some account of certain Sunday- 
school curiosities. The library in which 
thev were discovered was neither small nor 
insignifieant, and the school was not on 
the frontier or in the backwoods. The 
books belong to a class by no means small, 
and a distinguished authority says ‘* They 
are in all our Sunday-schools.’’ They are 
racy and readable, and not without merit, 
aveording to certain standards. 
them belong to 


THE SALT WATER SERIES. 


We had hoped to be able to give a some- 
what extended sketch, but the tsk is too 


Several of 











arduous for our time or your space. We 
find several soiled, well thumbed volumes, 
all in the nautical line. One is devoted to 
the cruise of a clipper, commanded by a 
youth of sixteen, ‘* possessing an old head 
on young shoulders,"’ an ‘table, accom- 
plished, and skillful seaman.’’ His officers 
were about the sime mature age, and were 
avery remarkable group. We remember 
that the val:ant second officer Knocked 
down, ironed, and imprisoned a burly fel- 
low about twice his size, unaided and alone. 
He was released only at the persistent soli- 
citation of a sweet miss of tender age, who 
had undertaken ‘this conversion.”’ The 
stern captain long resisted her tender en- 
treaties, albeit the young lady was a great 
favorite at head quarters. 

Another of these literary curiosities claims 
to be the autobiography of a smart boy. 
He owned and suiled at pleasure a yacht at 
an age when most boys are hardly out of 
the special care of mothers or wet nurses. 
He very early learned that he was the best 
abused boy in thetown. His guardian had 
embezzled his fortune, put his mother in 
durance, and done very wickedly. (We 
have known a great many boys who con- 
sidered themselves very much oppressed and 
abused on very slight provocation or en- 
couragement.) Our hero had discovered, 
by the way, thit he “ was a very smart 
boy,’”’ and that ‘all the girls thought so 
too.’! 

Of course, when he one day discovered a 
young girl jumping into the water with a 
terrible step-mother at her heels, he inter- 
fered in behalf of the oppressed girl, and 
not getting satisfaction, he rescued her in 
the approved style of blood and thunder 
literature. Very naturally he broke open 
his guardian's ‘‘ safe,’ appropriated a large 
sum of money, ran away with the girl, 
knocked his pursuer off the carriage box, 
restored the girl to her overjoyed friends, 
rescued his mother, came in possession of 
his fortune, married his beloved Kate, and 
had a glorious time generally. Tt should 
be borne in mind that our hero was a good 
Sunday-school boy, and did not omit to say 
his prayers on all important occasions, 

We have had time and patience only to 
examine a very few of these Looks, and can 
only glanceat theminpa sing. Itis notour 
present purpose to review or comment upon 
them, but simply to call attention to the 
character of the books that find their way 
into our Sunday-school libraries and our 
Christian homes, Neither do we desire to 
criticise or blame the excellent gentlemen 
who write and publish this style of books, 





They simply supply a pressing demand, 
Perchance our author considers himself 
only a little in advance of his age, writing 
for the ‘‘ good time coming,’ when these 
views of life will be no longer false and © 
gorgeously colored ; when these adventures 
will no longer be improbable, not to say 
impossible ;. when the average boy will have 
his yacht at twelve, and be an accomplish- 
ed commander at sixteen; when breaking 
open safes, running away with young girls, 
and whacking big fellows over the head 
with an iron wrench will be just the thing 
for a boy of fourteen, who says his prayers 
and goes to Sunday-school; when homely 
plodding, useful, industrious, and daily 
toil will no longer be in vogue, and splendid 
fortunes will be within easy reach of all. 

Seriously, we mean simply and only by 
this very hasty sketch to ask, in all earnest- 
ness, that our pastors and parents and 
teachers see to it that proper attention be 
given to the selection of books for the chil- 
dren and youth. No more important sub- 
ject is likely to engross our attention. 


_> -__—___- 
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BUSY LIVES. 


BY MRS. M. E. SANGSTER, 


OW crowded some lives are! There 
seem to be no intervals in them, unless 
God now and then makes an ‘enforced 
pause,” a sort of ‘‘ fly leaf,’ by sickness or 
some visitation of sorrow. Day after day 
glides by ful! of care, of pleasure, or of bu- 
siness, aud night after night finds the head 
wearily seeking the pillow. Such are the 
lives of many mothers, devoted through 
years of love and anxiety to their children, 
of faithful, hard-working past rs, of labo- 
rious missionaries, preaching the gospel on 
heathen soil, of scholars, of merchants, of 
statesmen. The thought occurs, how sel- 
dom it is that from the lips of these busy 
ones we hear the excuse, ‘‘I have notime.,’? 
No time for prayer, no time for thought, 
no time for Christian effort can the idler in 
life find, but the busy man or woman, espe- 
cially if baptized with the Spirit of Christ, 
has always time for an additional duty. 
One of the most efficient Sunday-school 
teachers I know is the mother of eight 
children. Ouneof the most thoroughly good 
superintendents, is a man full of responsi- 
bilities, and overflowing with care for the 
large interests dependingon him. We take 
up the memories of beloved bearers of the 
cross to distant lands, and we read of feeble 
women, burdened by family cares, worn 
with the changes of an unfamiliar climate, 
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and sinking perhaps under disease, yet 
studying, translating, leading prayer-meet- 
ings, going from house to house, busy and 
indefatigable to the last. How many of 
the Lord’s best workmen have been glad to 
die with the harness on, asking for no holi- 
days, but making all days holy with their 
devotion and their love. 

Life is short. We look with a feeling of 
wonder on the person who counts his years 
by eighty or ninety. ‘‘So old!” we say. 
At the most we have only a very few de- 
cades for active labor. Let us fill them 
full. How sweet it will be to look back 
from eternity on the time when, for Christ’s 
sake, we did all we could. 








For The Sunday-School Times, 


LITTLE JAMIE’S TEACHER. 


ITTLE JAMIE was a great favorite. 
In the family, among his playmates, 
in the Sunday-school, everywhere, Jamie 
was loved. His bright intelligence, his 
sunny good humor and his loving heart 
made him very dear. Jamie’s teacher par- 
ticularly noticed the interest the little fel- 
low displayed in his lesson one well re- 
membered Sabbath; noticed his delight in 
the beautiful hymn. ‘‘I like that,’’ whis- 
pered Jamie in a hearty way to one of his 
classmates, and his eye was bright and his 
cheek wore the ruddy hue of health. The 
next Sabbath, classmates and teacher and 
many another that loved him, joined with 
tearful hearts in singing the hymn at little 
Jamie’s funeral. So quickly, unexpectedly, 
had the Death Angel come for him. So 
speedily had swift disease performed its 
work. The Sabbath-school had lost one of 
its brightest, most interesting scholars. 
Heaven had gained another ransomed soul. 
No one could doubt it was well with little 
Jamie. 

But do you think Jamie’s teacher can do 
otherwise than feela new solemnity in the 
class? Do you think that Jamie’s teacher 
can fail to have an added sense of the im- 
portance and dignity of the work of help- 
ing dear young souls to be prepared either 
for life’s trials and duties, which begin full 
early, or for the immediate entrance upon 
another life which may come at any hour? 
I think it will be long before that teacher 
can go to the class without a thought of 
little Jamie, or without a remembrance of 
the possibility that this may be the last 
Sabbath in the Sunday-school, for some 
other of the little flock that join so eagerly 
in the sweet hymns of praise. 

To have had a scholar pass thus suddenly 
from our poor earth-teaching up to the 
teaching of angels, is an experience that 
stirs very deep currents. Little Jamie’s 
teacher, to whom he first told his love for 
the Saviour, feels that there is inciting, 
strengthening power in the thought of the 
little, vigorous, blossoming life so safely 
transplanted to the heavenly gardens, 
never to sin, never to sorrow forevermore. 
But remembering the others, remembering 
the classmates Jeft behind, can it be other- 
wise than that responsibility must seem 
deepened? Would it not be well for little 





Jamie’s teacher, and also for every other 
teacher so to teach each Sabbath, that ask- 
ing themselves the question, ‘‘Had I 
known that e’er another Sabbath some one 
of my scholars would enter eternity, could 
I have taught the lesson with greater feel- 
ing or impressiveness ?’”’ the answer might 
be, ‘‘I do not know that I could.’’ Would 
not such teaching be effective teaching? 


—— > <<» o> 
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‘6A LITTLE CHRISTIAN.’ 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER’S DREAM. 


It was the evening of the Sabbath-day, 
And she was weary—for its deeds performed 
Only from sense of duty, lacked the light 
And joy which uphold those who work in love. 
Before her sat that day a little group 
Of eager souls, needing the Bread of Life; 

But the few crumbs of truth she slowly dropped, 
So coldly and so aimlessly, that they 

Might starve, unless by miracle of grace 

He, who once fed the hungry multitude 

Had mercy on those untaught, wretched souls, 

She sat alone, in darkness and in doubt,— 
Until she seemed to be borne far away 
From earth, and by some power laid down 
Within the jasper wall, with gates of pearl. 
Strange beauty seemed around, yet powerless 
To share its glory, she could hear far off 
Sounds of celestial harmony, and see 
Thousands of glittering forms in golden light, 
Like one entranced, yet speechless, there she lay, 
When quickly two swift shining ones came near; 
They looked at her, and then these words she 

heard: 

“Look! brother, you who know this heavenly 

sphere, 
Was ever such a litile Christian here?” 

“‘]’ll take her measure with my golden reed’’— 

“Not worth the measuring in word or deed,”’ 
The first replied—“ she has not yet been crowned, 
Nor learned to join the harpers’ glorioussound.” 

“But then,” the other asked—“ how came she 

here? 
I see no mark of Christ in her appear.”’ 

“True, I see none,—she is far from the Throne, 
But our dear Lord knows well each of His own; 
Perhaps to her little was given,—of such 
Our loving Lord, we know, requires not mach.” 





Far from the Throne and left without a crown! 
No mark of Christ! 

It echoed in her ear,— 
She started with a sudden cry of pain, 
That roused her. ‘Is it so?’’ she sternly asked. 
And fully wakened, she at once began 
To scan her life-work as with angel eyes. 
—For days there seemed suspended o’er her path 
A measure for each act, and in her ears; 
‘Was ever such a little Christian?” Then, 
With baptism of penitential tears, 
She gave her life anew to work for Christ, 
Through long years until now, each passing day 
Has borne some testimony for her Lord, 
For that true heart has dwelt near to His Throne, 
And now the crown that waits her peaceful brow, 
Sparkles with untold gems, and waiting there 
Souls she has saved watch for her coming home, 


Oh! listless, weary worker, sleeping oft 
In poor, half-hearted service at your post, 
Will you be wakened by the Teacher's dream? 
FAITH LATIMER, 
+ <> +. 
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ICE ARMOR, 


IDE over thewiutry landscape gleam- 

ed pearly twig and jewelled tree in 
the morning sunlight. During the night 
the treasury of ice had lavishly showered 
its favors over hill and plain, and on each 
frail twig and stately tree. Beautiful 
against the clear blue sky flashed and spar- 





kled the radiant gems. A perfect encasing 
of brilliant armor clothed all on which the 
eye rested, and the effect was transcen- 
dently beautiful. 

But as the sun mounted higher and 
higher, this glowing ice-armor began to 
melt and fall, and after a few hours all its 
beauty had departed, and twig and tree 
were no longer encumbered with the weight 
of gleaming ice. 

I thought of another Sun, and another 
kind of armor,—even the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, and the cold and icy human heart. 
Harder than armor of ice is the armor with 
which thesinner has encased his unbelieving 
heart. Closer than clings the ice-ermor to 
twig and tree, clings deadly unbelief to the 
natural human heart. 

What shall melt and detach this frozen 
barrier from the heart? Not the natural 
sun,—for that is powerless here,—but an- 
other Sun, even the Sun of Righteousness. 
This can melt and scatter all the deadly 
coldness of the human heart. This can 
cause flowers and fruitage to hold sway in 
that hitherto barren and desolate realm. 
This can cause cold unbelief to vanish, and 
in its stead flood the heart with love, joy, 
and peace. 

Thou glorious Sun, arise! 
Bid unbelief depart; 

Remove the blindness from our eyes, 
The coldness from our heart, 


No icy wall shall bar the way 
When thou dost bring the glorious day. 


EFFNER Bonp. 


-<—-— 
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FAITH. 


_— first beams of the morning sun 
streamed into the wretched attic where 
Nettie, a little five-year-old maiden, knelt 
at her morning prayer. She had stolen out 
of bed softly, so as not to waken her inva- 
lid mother, and hungry and cold, knelt 
down beside her to repeat the Lord’s Prayer. 
‘*Give us this day our daily bread.’”’ The 
saered words sounded like a mockery as 
they fell from the lips of the starving child, 
but not a shadow of doubt dimmed the 
wasted little face. When she had finished 
she rose and looked around her; not a 
crumb was to be found in the cold, com- 
fortless room, and ‘‘ Mamma’ had told her 
ifshe asked her Father who lived upin the 
beautiful blue sky for bread, he would give 
itto her. Her heart sank for a moment, 
| but suddenly a bright thought struck her; 

she must go and look forit. To hurry on 

the shabby little cloak was the work of a 
| moment, and patter, patter went the little 
1 feet down the long stairways, through the 
dark court and dingy alley, out into the 
crowdea street. It was a lovely morning; 
the promise of a perfect day was shining in 
a cloudless sky; the wind blew fresh from 
the sea. It brought a tinge of color to Net- 
tie’s pallid face. She had been frightened 
alittle at the throng of strange people at 
first, but God would take care of her, and 
she trudg-d bravely on. Presently her eye 
fell on a baker’s window, and the child’s 
heart leaped for joy. Plenty of bread for 
hungry wayfarers there. Oh, how nice 
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they looked, the crisp rolls, dainty cakes, 
and fresh pastry, that lay behind the crys- 
tal panes. She did not know how famished 
she had been. Itwas early yet, and the 
baker, a big man, with rosy face and keen, 
gray eyes, was alone in the shop when she 
entered. He glanced smilingly at the little 
waif standing there, with the sunlight 
shining softly on her tangled golden hair. 

“I’ve come for it,’”’ said she, confidently. 

‘Come for what?” 

‘* My daily bread,” pointing to the snowy 
loaves temptingly displayed on the coun- 
ter. ‘‘ I'll take two, if you please, one for 
mamma and one forme.” ~ 

‘* All right,’ said the baker, folding them 
up in brown paper and handing them to 
his little customer, who started at once for 
the door. 

‘Stop, you little rogue,’’ he cried rough- 
ly, ‘‘ where are your pennies ?”’ 

‘*T ha’n’t got any,’ said thechild, simply. 

‘‘Ha’n’t got any?’’ he repeated, impa- 
tiently. ‘‘ You little baggage, what brought 
you here then ?”’ 

The angry words frightened the child: 
the poor little mouth quivered, the blue 
eyes filled with tears. 

‘*Mamma’ssick and Nettie’s sohungry,”’ 
she sobbed, piteously, ‘‘and mamma said 
God would give us our daily bread, and so 
when I got up this morning I asked him 
for it, and then I came here.’’ 

Simple, trusting faith of childhood! No 
wonder that the rough baker was softened 
by it, and sent the little maiden back with 
light heart and well filled basket to her 
mother’s side. No wonder that to the poor 
sufferer ‘‘her face was as the face of an 
angel,’? and as she listened to the simple 
story, she murmured softly, ‘‘The God of 
the fatherless answereth prayer. I should 
have called you Faith, my child.” 


IS THAT YOU, TEACHER? 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL teacher was ex- 

pected home one Saturday night from 
along journey. The village in which he 
lived was several miles from the railroad 
station. There was no public conveyance, 
and not feeling able to hire a private car- 
riage, he set out, cold and dark as it was 
when he left the cars, to walk home. As 
he plodded along, he kept his spirits cheer- 
ful by thinking of the pleasant greeting he 
should receive from his class at Sunday- 
school the next morning. 

While he was yet some miles from home, 
he heard a cry through the darkness: 

“Ts that you, teacher ?”’ 

‘* What, are you here?’”’ he exclaimed, for 
he recognized the voice of one of his scholars. 

‘Yes, we are here,’’ responded half a 
dozen boys, as they seized his umbrella and 
carpet-bag, and prepared to lead him home 
in triumph. 

What made those boys walk so many 
miles on a dark winter evening to meet 
their teacher, think you? Because they 
loved him, eh? Ay, that was the secret, 
they loved him. Happy teacher! I wish 
all our teachers were as sure of their scho- 
lars’ love as that good man was. How it 
would cheer them in their work! 








My child, do you love your teacher? 
Show it by your good conduct, attention, 
and smiles. Depend upon it, your teacher 
values your love ata high price. He would 
prefer it to rubies or diamonds.—Sunday- 
School Advocate. 





-_ 
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BRING THEM TO THE SANCTUARY. 
66 HAT can I do for Jesus?’ should 

be the uppermost thoughtin every 
Christian heart when it first awakens with 
the morning light. Too often no definite 
plan is formed, no specific work decided 
on, and the days glide away into eternity, 
bearing little fruit. One excellent work 
we can do for our Lord is to bring careless, 
godless families into his sanctuary. 

We all know how gospel hardened are 
many, who sit year after year in their 
places in the church. If we do not bring 
in new recruits from those who are without, 
we shall see little growth, the Master will 
receive little honor in our midst. In a 
village where all know each other, it is an 
easy matter to note down the names of 
many families within a little distance of 
the church who never enter its doors. Who 
will make out such a list? Having the 
names before you it will not be difficult to 
proceed systematically to the work. Study 
each case prayerfully. Consider what 
methods will be most suitable to reach each 
particular heart. Pray that God will open 
the way for you by his providences, and 
restassured such effort will not be lost. 

Be watchful to improve opportunities. 
Especially when the ground of the heart is 
softened by sorrow, it will be most easily 
wrought. Many a footstep never turned 
into the sanctuary until a funeral occasion 
brought it there. When death comes into 
the house, even the most thoughtless are 
awed and compelled to think. The bless- 
ing to the children which flows from their 
being brought to the church on each re- 
turning Sabbath, is greater than can be 
computed. Habitual church going elevates 
a family more than a rich legacy without 
this habit. The gospel has a blessing even 
for this life, for those who place themselves 
within the sphere of its influence. But 
better far is the influence it exerts on the 
soul for eternity, and those who come 
where its sound is statedly heard are far 
more likely to receive this rich blessing. 
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“ JIMMY’S DEAD.” 


aca three years ago I had a class of 
eight or ten small boys in a Sabbath- 
school in the city. Well do I remember 
one Sabbath afternoon when, as they 
gathered around me, we talked to each 
other about death and heaven and of 
Jesus who died for us. The boys were 
attentive and seemed interested. 

The school was closed; a week passed 
away, another Sabhath had come, and as 
the class assembled the teacher noticed one 
little boy who had come without his brother. 

‘*Where’s Jimmy ?’’ asked the teacher. 








The poor little fellow, in a low voice, 
said, ‘‘ Jimmy’s dead !’’ 

Jimmy dead! Yes, the little boy in health 
the Sabbath before, was dead! What sol- 
emn thoughts rushed into the teacher’s 
mind! 

‘My little scholar dead !—here last Sab- 
bath, to-day in his coffin? have I been 
faithful to my trust? Oh, had I but known 
he was todie so soon, how much more earn- 
estly would I have talked with him !”’ 

Instead of Jimmy coming to the teacher 
that day, the teacher went to Jimmy, and 
looked upon his scholar’s pale face as 
he Jay in his little coffin! 

There he lay hushed and still; no voice 
was heard, and yet the teacher was taught _ 
by the scholar that day. ‘‘ Teacher,’’ he 
seemed to say, ‘‘ teacher, whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to doin the Sabbath-school, 
do it with thy might, for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in 
the grave, whither teachers and scholars 
are going; the time is short; what thou 
doest do quickly.”’ 

Christian teacher, be faithful. Talk plain- 
ly to your scholars. Let them see that you 
are anxious about their eternal welfare; 
tell them so, and endeavor to talk so kindly 
and earnestly with them, that there can be 
no mistake. Urge them to come to Jesus 
now. Warn them of the danger of delay, 
for you know not how soon teacher and 
scholars may be separated and these pre- 
cious opportunities be gone forever. 


> <> 
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I KNOW OUR TEACHER LOVES US. 


WAS talking with a Sunday-school 
scholar a few days since, and I asked, 
‘* Have you #good teacher ?’’ 

‘*Good? She ismore than that,’’ was the 
earnest reply. ‘‘Sheisthe very best. Oh, 
she is so interesting and always has some- 
thing new and nice totell us: I know she 
must study her lesson and think ever so 
much about it; then she is always so plea- 
santand kind. But the best of allis, we 
know she loves us.”’ 

‘*How do you know? Did she tell you 
so?” 

‘¢T don’t know whether she ever said the 
words, but you can see it allthe time. We 
all feel it. She is always glad to see us an 
where. Then she is so tender hearted. 
Whenshe asks us to be good the tears come 
into her eyes. We can see she feels what 
she says. I wouldn’t do anything to hurt 
her feelings for any money; none of the 
boys would. I’d study my lesson just to 
please her, if I didn’t want to learnit. I 
tell you it does the boys good to havea 
teacher whocaresforthem. It makes them 
want to be better just to please her. They 
want to be like her, to love the same Sa- 
viour that she loves. I wish teachers knew 
how much their classes care for them.”’ 

What an honor or happiness to be such @ 
teacher, I thought, thus to be loved, thus 
to influence, thus to become an example for 
her pupils! : 

If teachers only knew. Yes, it would no 
doubt encourage some to know what their 
scholars think of them, but is it not well 
for others that they do not know? 

Teacher, what think your pe et yout 
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Publishers’ Dotices. 


Please consult this column every week. 








Foster’s Cyclopxdia.—All Sabbath-school 
workers desire to get hold of good anecdotes 
and illustrations. Foster’s Cyclopedia isa 
large octavo volume of 703 pages, containing 
6,275 different articles, embracing something 
on almost every subject connected with reli- 
gious instruction, and all so conveniently ar- 
ranged that the reader can readily find those 
appropriate to any particular topic under con- 
sideration. It is the finest work of its kind 
that has yet been published in this country. 
Those who are called on to make Sunday- 
school addresses will find this Cyclopedia a 
treasury of good things for use on all such oc- 
easions. Price $5, on receipt of which copies 
will be sent by mail. Agents wanted to can- 
vass for this valuable work, to whom liberal 
commissions will be paid. 

Beautifal Certificate.—This very attractive 
Certificate for Sunday-schools is surrounded 
by a rich Gothic border, enclosing a beautiful 
picture represerting ‘Christ Blessing Little 
Children.”’ Underneath the picture is a form 
appropriate for any school, intended to be 
filled up and signed by the superintendent. 
The Certificate is printed in six colors, so ap- 
propriately blended as to make a treasure that 
will be highly prized by the scholars to whom 
it isawarded. Price, $3 per dozen ; sample by 
mail, 25 cents. 

(ee 


Parents and the Sunday-School. 
BY THE REV. A. MCELROY WYLIE. 


TNDOUBTEDLY you have, through 
your children, a very important rela- 
tion to the Sunday-school. Let us see. 

‘* Are you here already?’ exclaimed a 
well-known pastor to two little girls, finely 
dressed and waiting at the door. _ 

‘Yes, sir, we got up very eatly by our- 
selves, and we don’t mean tobe Jaie.” 

Knowing something of the habits of the 
rich and fushionablehousehold, the Doctor 
replied, ‘‘But how could you get your 
breakfast so early, and be here before the 
other scholars ?”’ 

“Oh, sir,’’exclaimed the littlespeaker with 
enthusiasm, ‘ we could not wait, and we 
would rather do without our breakfast than 
stay away from school.”’ 

Now here was indeed a touching picture, 
and who could fail to feel for those dear 
little children, as, faint and hungry, they 
remained at school, fearing to lose the pre- 
cious privilege of spiritual instruction? 

Here then is the first relation of parents 
to the Sunday-school, Let them recog- 
nize the first law of nature—that law al- 
ways observed by the Great Teacher—the 
law of the body’s need first. 

He never, never went about to begin at 
the empty head and heart, while the 
stomach remained unfilled aud gnawed 
with the tooth of hunger. 

It may be customary and fashionable to 
tise so late on Sunday morning as to com- 
pel our children to snateh and cram, or 
else go without their breakfast, if they 
mean to be faithful at Sunday-school; but 
is this right? Would we thus treat our 





horses before putting them to work? Would 
we not ourselves rise and feed them, if the 
servant or driver failed, rather than permit 
such cruelty toa beast ? 

Let not this be considered a low view. 
High spirituality, piety, and usefulness we 
need not look for, to grow out of an abused 
and neglected body, any more than we 
need expect to find the hard maple or iron 
wood growing down in the bogs and 
marshes, 

The Lord of Glory found James and 
John mending their nets, for broken nets 
are poor things for catching fish; so 
harassed and hungry bodies are poor things 
for taking in religious truths. 

Weare careful for stock and for costly 
comiorts and Juxuries in our households; 
let us be more wise and careful about these 
most precious of all gifts, and recognize 
this first nelation of parents to the Sunday- 
school—see that our dear little ones have 
spread before them, in ample time, an am- 
ple table, and we shall find that this habit 
alone will greatly help on the Sunday- 
school work. 

Neither head nor heart can be filled over 
an empty stomach. How many of our 
children could attain to a good secular 
education were we as indifferent about the 
day school as most of us are indifferent as 
to the Sunday-school ? 

Again, hearing before and afterwards 
their proper lessons, 

Most of our Sunday-schools drag their 
slow lengths along, just becausethe parents 
have not turned off the brakes before start- 
ing. 

Let parents animate and encourage their 
children to a proper review of their lessons 
—the process is both simple and interesting 
in view of both Sunday-school and the 
Church proper. Many parents repel their 
children, or lend a leaden ear and lack- 
lustre eye to the recital, by the inrushing 
enthusiastic littie darlings, as they hurry 
forward to repeat some outline ideas of a 
lesson or address, which has carried captive 
their attention at school. 

The Old Country folk do these things 
better. 

An eminent divine of the United States 
tells the writer the following:—‘‘ I was an 
invited guest in the home of that world- 
renowned modern Apostle, Caesar Malan, 
of Geneva. After morning service, while 
surrounding the frugal family board—a 
fervent grace ended—then began at once 
the lively conversation,’’—the best part of 
the entertainment was not taken through 
the mouth. ‘Children and grandchildren 
surrounded the table. The venerable di- 
vine began at the younge-t—a mere toddler 
—and questioned him as to how much he 
could remember—perhaps the little fellow 
could recall only a text ora word or two. 
Then came the next older, adding a little 
more; then the next, and more.’’ Pretty 
soon the American D. D. begun to feel a little 
concerned, thinking that perhaps his turn 
would come too. And sure enough, for 
said the aged Malan,—-f Now, Doctor, let 
us hear all you can remember; you see it is 
an unvarying habit here in my household, 





and in this lies much of the Sabbath-train- 
ing.” 

And after the afternoon service, at which 
our friend had officiated, a similar scene 
was enacted over again, the venerable 
Apostle himself concluding the circular 
catechism with a beautiful and telling re- 
sume of what he had heard. 

Parents can searcely estimate the value 
of this interesting habit. It presses out 
upon our interests in every direction. The 
splendid and useful career of Sir Robert 
Peel was largely owing to such a habit of 
training. 

His father on the poor Hole House farm 
near Blackburn, pressed by poverty and 
the demands of a large and increasing 
family, was accustomed to set his son Rob 
up at table, and require him to repeat as 
much as he could of the Sunday sermon,— 
Sunday-schools were unknown then. Here 
was the secret of that effective develop- 
ment, which, in due time, resulted in the 
ability to repeat an entire sermon after a 
single hearing, and in the House of Parlia- 
ment, enabled the great champion of mod- 
ern reform to listen for hours to the argu- 
ments and speeches of his opponents, and 
then, without a note or an omission, to re- 
view and answer their arguments in their 
exact and unbroken order. 

Let parents adopt such a habit in their 
families—not only encourage the little 
spirits as they return laden with something 
to say, but train them by preceding atten- 
tion to their lessons, and then by the after 
process of conversational recalls and repeti- 
tions of what they have heard and learned. 

Attention is trained, memory is made 
retentiveand ready, the taste elevated, the 
intellect expanded, and unmeasured will 
be the valuable results. 

For another thing let the parent culti- 
vate and encourage the proper relation be- 
tween their children and the teacher. And, 
negatively, no parent who has a wise re- 
gard for the welfare of his child will encou- 
rage the carrying of tales about the teacher, 
or will ever indulge (especially before a 
child) in disparaging remarks oropen abuse, 
There is an important law behind this, 
Our early impressions concerning things 
taught are often so tenaciously inwrought 
with our estimate of the teacher, that, if it 
is not impossible to disengage these asso- 
ciations, it at least requires years of earnest 
effort, and even then we are often unsuc- 
cessful. 

Let our early impressions of piety be 
linked to a long-haired, solemn, sour dea- 
con, who is represented in our home asa 
straight-laced old hypocrite, and we may 
never surmount the damage done to our 
thoughts of religion. Let the parents per- 
mit or encourage tattle about the teacher, 
or tales of detraction, or they themselves 
vent their fun or spleen by ridicule or abuse, 
and they had about as well mix poison de- 
liberately in their children’s food. They 
may thus vitiate the holiest as-ociations of 
childbood and launch their little ones on a 
sea of doubt and infidelity. 

But p sitively, there is here something 
more tobe done. Let them cultivate socia- 
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bility, good feeling, and tender regard be- 
tween the children and their teacher. If 
that teacher be worthy of his place in the 
primaries of the church, he is worthy ofa 
place in the primaries of our household. 
Piety and personal worth should bean open 
sessame to our hearts and homes, and we 
should let our children see that we are sin- 
cere. Let parents invite such a teacher to 
their house—let a feeling of tender regard 
be cherished between the child and the 
teacher—let them mutually feel that this 
relation is sacred and refined, and is far, 
far above any merely worldly friendship, 
or associations of a mere expediency. 

Such painstaking will gather a rich re- 
ward of both pleasure and profit. 

And for another thing—last but not the 
very least—there is a financial relation. 
This is no exception—money makes the 
mare go, and Sunday-schools cannot pros- 
per without something more than a nig- 
gardly outlay. Pounds rush out on the six 
days’ entertainments, where pennies creep 
in to frown on the Sunday-school. 

A collection is taken iu a rich church for 
the school—result, $250; while, as I know, 
that sum is often expended, without a 
thought--by, aye, scores of persons in that 
congregation on a solitary evening’s enter- 
tainment. There is no place on the wide 
surface of this earth where a little money 
produces such a result. We sow pennies 
and they ripen into golden eagles, and 
many a timeon these eagle wings our dear 
little ones are borne upward to the better 
world, who else had hardly lea:ned to look 
upward at all. 

What about the supply of Bibles, of li- 
brary books, blackboard, maps, illustra- 
tive cards, of rewards, of organ, of music- 
books; then of anniversaries, and those 
festivals and picnics, so charming to the 
hearts of the little ones! 

All these are parts of the necessary ma- 
chinery, and they cannot be had without 
money—not a great deal, to be sure. But 
now, kind parent, when the petition (as 
you think too often) comes for pennies for 
Sunday-school—let the silver (you know 
specie payments are returning) leap out 
with a joyous ring, let it sing its way into 
the treasury of the Sunday-school, and we 
shall thus help to put a silvery song into 
the hearts of our little ones, which may 
sing on forever and forever. 

Wehave no timeor space now to say aught 
of parents’ personal attendancein theschool, 
but close with the foregoing hints.— The 
Christian Union. 

ee 

DaiLty Squt Worxk.—The world is full 
of broad, popular, shallow religious life. 
There are multitudes of religious books, 
enterprises, societies, assemblies, and asso- 
Ciations. There is, no doubt, much piety, 
zeal, and enthusiasm in all this, as weil as 
much speech-making, self-praise, and trum- 
pet-blowing. But men’s sins are not par- 
doned, nor are their souls saved, by the 
glittering generalities which go to occupy 
the attention of the religious world. We 
Must hyve our daily soul-work between 
Ourselves aud God, our secret communion 





With him, or we shall starve, even though 
surrounded by plenty. We must read our 
own Bibles, do our own praying, and be- 
lieving, and weeping before the Lord, con- 
quer our own enemies in the strength 
which Jesus gives, and grow in grace and 
in the Knowledge of God singly and in his 
sight. We cannot be pardoned in masses 
or saved in crowds, Strait is the gate, and 
each must find it and enter it for himself 
alone. Let us beware lest, in seeking out- 
ward excitements, we forget and lose the 
blessedness of inward Christian life. Let 
us walk with God.— The Christian. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


EDITH’S BIRD IN HAND. 


BIRD in the hand is worth two in 
the bush,’ you know, Edith,” said 
Colonel Falconer, as his daughter and him- 
self rose from the breakfast table. Her eye 
followed his to the neat Irish girl, who, 
with quick steps and graceful movements, 
was taking the dishes. As the latter left 
the room, Edith said, 

‘*T don’t think anything could be done 
with Bridget, father. Catholics are so 
bigoted, and so much under the influence of 
the priests, that it seems hopeless to try to 
enlighten them.”’ 

‘* Perhaps it is,’? said Colonel Falconer, 
‘‘but as Bridget is, so to speak, a bird in 
the hand, and those people over the water 
are to you birds in a distant bush, why not 
go to work on her? It seems to me that 
while you can aid the others by your money 
and your prayers, yet personally there is 
nobody in your reach but Bridget.”’ 

Edith Falconer was an invalid, only able 
occasionally to go out, when the weather 
and her state of health were alike favorable. 
She had recently become a Christian, and 
was longing to do something for her Mas- 
ter. But how could she work for him? 
She could not teach in the Sunday-school. 
Her father was ‘‘a devout man, who served 
God continually,’’ and she was the light of 
his home. From the very impossibility of 
the thing, her thoughts would turn to the 
heathen, and 


“From Greenland's icy mountains, . 
From India’s coral strand,” 
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it seemed to her that helpless hands were 
stretching out and beckoning, and pleading 
voices crying, ‘‘ Come over and help us!’ 
This morning she had told her troubles to 
her father, and they had conversed upon 
thesubject, ending with the remarks I have 


quoted, 
The next day Edith was prostrated with 


one of her severe headaches, and for the 
time was unable todo anything but lie still 
and suffer. When the throbbing pain in 
her temples decreased, and the heavy 
weight over her eyes began to pass away, 
she found that Bridget had, as usual, taken 
the kindest careof her. The windows were 
darkened, the iced cloths upon her head 
were being often changed, and with the 
kindest 0: looks and softest of voices, the 
maid, whose mistre-s was always mindful 
of her, came up to offer her fragrant tea and 
the crispest morsel of toast. 





— 


“‘ Bridget,” said Edith, ‘‘ how is it that 
you know just how to make me better ?”” 

‘*Sure, Miss Edith, dear, it’s my mother 
that has that same, and I’ve always kep’ 
the childer away and took care of her.”’ 

‘“‘And who does it, now that you are 
away ?’’ 

‘Sure an’ it’s me little sister Kate; but 
don’t be talking now, Miss Edith, but just 
drink the tea, like a darlin’, and get some 
sleep.”’ 

When Edith was better, she asked again 
for the mother and sister of her servant, 
and gradually drew from Bridget the story 
of her home life. It was avery simple one; 
the father dead, the mother sickly, the fol- 
lowing a brother to America, the brother 
with a family of his own to provide for, 
Bridget’s earnings and Kate’s keeping a 
home for the mother. ‘ 

‘* Kate’s a beautiful hand with her needle, 
Miss Edith,’ said Bridget. 

This opened a way for Edith to see and 
employ Kate. In one wayand anothershe 
tried to benefit the girls, dropping now and 
then a good seed. When at last she had 
persuaded them both to read the Bible, the 
priest’s reign in their hearts was over. It 
was a very slow and gradual work, but at 
last both girls were won from the supersti- 
tions of Rome to the one only High Priest, 
who is the Mediator between God and man. 

Might we not all do more, if we tried, for 
the heathen in our homes? TANTHE. 
=_ 
For The Sunday-School Times. 


MORE THAN YOU THOUGHT. 


A MEMBER of a Sunday-school class 
had found his Saviour. His teacher 
talking with him about it said: 

‘*How long have you thought of these 
things ?”’ . 

‘*Oh, longerthan you thought,’’ he re- 
plied. ‘‘I always thought about the lessons 
and carried them in my mind.”’ 

‘*For more than year I have thought 
very much, but I did not dare to say any- 
thing about it. Don’t you remember 
several months ago I said that I guessed 
every one had times of feeling a need of 
the Saviour. 

‘‘ Yes I remember that well, and since 
then I have prayed more earnestly for 
you,’’ said the teacher. 

‘‘And I have thought more about it 
since. I remember many earnest words 
you said to me, which I expect you thought 
I didn’t care anything about. But boys 
do remember more than teachers think.”’ 

‘‘That day I came to your room, I hoped 
you would talk with me though I made 
anothererrand. I wanted you to know how 
much I was thinking, but I shouldn’t have 
dared to tell you if you hadn’t asked me. 
I’m so glad you did ask me. I wish teach- 
ers knew how much some of their scholars 
think about their lessons. They wouldn’t 
be so easily discouraged.”’ 8. BR. M. 


———______-~» <m @-—--.- 

A CHRISTIAN’S experience is like a rain- 

bow, made upof drops of the grief of earth, 

and beams of the bliss of heaven.—Spur- 
geon. 
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Geehly Lesson. 


LESSON No. 33. 








(For Sunday, August 14, 1870.) 


TEXT.—-MATTHEW 11: 2-30; 
LUKE 7: 18-35. 


SUBJECT: The Omnipotent Love of 
Jesus. 


MOTTO: “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and Iwill give you rest. 
Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me: 
for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls; for My yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light. 


INTRODUCTION. 


[ayo months John the Baptist had been languish- 
ing in the gloomy prison of Macheerus, on the 
shores of the Dead Sea, asa rebel against Herod, 
because he had dared to reprove him of both pub- 
lic and private sins.—-(Josephus’s Antiquities, 
18: 5,2; Luke 8:19.) Prison-life had its effect upon 
him, He grew gloomy and desponding. The King- 
dom of Heaven, which he had announced as at 
hand, did not appear. The Messiah, to whose pre- 
sence he himself had testified, did not set up His 
standard. Onthecontrary,as John's jealous dis- 
ciples told him, He was eating with publicans and 
sinners and feasting with noblemen! What did it 
all mean? These Old Tes:ament saints—(and, in- 
deed, New Testament saints, too, but in less de- 
gree)—were strong in action but weak in endu- 
rance. Moses (Ex. 17: 4), and Job (8: 1), and Elijah 
(ist Kings 19: 10),and Jeremiah (Lam, 3:), and even 
Jesus Himself (Matt. 27: 46) felt this. No wonder 
that John felt it, too. Depressed, uncertain, 
gloomy, impatient, vexed, at the apparent triumph 
of evil under the very eyes of the Messiah, himself 
in prison, doing nothing, and Jesus at large, but 
yet, according to report, doing nothing to repress 
evil, simply getting renown as a Doctor,—he sends 
to Him a message which reveals the whole state of 
his mind. (See Notes and Illustrations, No. 1.) 


Matthew 11; 2,3.—Art Thou He that should 
ceme, or do we look for another ?—He did, as 
all should do when tempted,—he applied to Jesus, 
This shows that he had not renounced his faith in 
Him. The question, however, shows that he was 
dreadfully perp. xed at what seemed to him the 
delay of Jesus. Such a question would either bring 
@ solution of his own difficulties, or would stimu- 
late Jesus toaction. It was partly a cry for light, 
and partly reproof for inaction. 


THE OMNIPOTENT LOVE OF JESUS 
is shown here: 


I. IN His KInNDNEss TOWARD JOHN. 


His answer consists of three parts: 


1, He works miracles of mercy in the presence of 
the messengers, (Luke 7: 21.) 

2. He sends to John the information that He is 
constantly manifesting His Messiahship, accord- 
ing to ancient prophecy (Isaiah 35: 5, 6, &c., Ezekiel 
36: and 387:), in these ways, and especially by 
preaching the good news of the world’s jubilee to 
the poor (Is. 61, &c). (Vv. 22.) 

3. He adds the kindliest exhortation to John in 
the form ofa blessing. (v. 23.) 





Entered accordins to Act Congress, in the year 
1870, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
ofthe District Court of the United States for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 





II. In INSTRUCTING THE PEOPLE 
SPECTING JOHN. 


RE- 


It was important for their welfare that they 
should not lose confidence in John, They had 
flocked to the desert to see and hear him, and had 
received his words with gladness. Butthis message 
of John looked like vacillation on his part. Jesus 
proteets John’s reputation by instruction respect- 
ing bim in six particulars: 


1. They had seen him in the desert, and knew 
that he was not aman given to vacillation, but 
one strong and iron-hearted, (Matt. 11: 7.) 


2. They had seen his coarse raiment and hard 
fare in the desert,and might be sure that a man 
who could live taus, would not be overcome by the 
blandishments of Herod’s court. (v. 8.) (2). 

3. John was a true prophet. (v. 9.) 


4. He was more, He was the Forerunner of Mes- 
siah, foretold in Mal. 3: land 4:5, (vv. 10, 14.) 


5. He was greatest (in God’s sight. See Lesson 3) 
of all men the world had yet seen, for he approach- 
ed nearest to the Gospel standard (though, of 
course, whoever lives in the fulness of the Gospel 
is still further advanced toward God.) (v. 11.) 


6. John even begins (in fact, though not in form,) 
the gospel kingdom, so that already earnest stri- 
vers are entering into its blessedness. (v. 12.) 

III. IN REPROVING THE PEOPLE 
THEIR FOLLY. 


FOR 


They are like capricious children, who complain 
that the.r fellows won’t play wedding when playing 
funeral, and that they won’t play funeral when 
playing wedding! (Matt. 11: 16, 17.) 


John the Baptist called them to penitent mourn- 
ing, but they called him too severe. Jesus called 
to rejoicing, and they denounced Him asa roy- 
sterer. This is always the way with those who 
preach truth. Some occasion of censure is found, 
or made, But those who are wise (unto salvation) 
are not of this capricious multitude. (vv. 18, 19.) 


IV. IN DENOUNCING JUDGMENT AGAINST 
THE IMPENITENT. 


1, If they should heed the warning there was yet 
time for repentance. 


2. If not, yet the warning exists for others with 
similar light and knowledge, 

Vv. 20, 21.—Chorazin and Bethsaida were ci- 
ties in which most of His mighty works were 
done, yet we have no record of one of them done 
there; a confirmation of John 21: 25. 

Would have repented,—Our Lord’s knowl: dge 
included contingencies, 

V. 22.—Movre tolerable; for Tyre and Sidon 
had less light. 

Vo. 23, 24speak in like manner of Capernaum, 

Hell is hades, the lowest depth. 


There is no re- 
ference to the place of punishment. 


More tolerable.—This shows that the degrees of 
punishment of the lost will be in proportion to the 
measure of opportunity enjoyed and of ingratitude 
manifested in this life. (Comp. Matt. 5: 21, 22; 10: 
15; Luke 12: 47, 48; John 9: 41; 18; 22, 24; Rom, 2: 12.) 


V. IN PROFFERING ETERNAL REST. 


He was rejected by most of those to whom He 
had been most gracious, the wise and prudent 
of Herod’s court, as well as of Jewish rule. But 
babes, weak things of the world, had God chosen 
to be His taithfulservitors. For them He gives God 
thanks. (Matt. 11: 25, 26.) 

He claims universal dominion as His Messianic 
rule. (Comp, Eph. 1; 22 and Heb. 2: 8.) 

He reiterates the announcement of Himself as 
the only Revealer of God tomen. (Comp. John 1: 
1,18.) (V. 27.) And in this royal dignity issues the 
sublime invitation which constitutes the motto of 
this Lesson , and closes this wonderful discourse. 

V. 28.—Come unto me, &c.—This is the great 
and final answer, also, to the question of John (in 
verse 3). It is one of the most precious of the invi- 
tations of the Saviour, The call is addressed both 
to those that labor and struggle actively in this 





world ofsin, and to those who are burdened, pas- 
Sively, with its cares. It is to all who suff-r con- 
sciously in any way with a sense of sin. 

And I is emphatic. 


Rest.—“ Thou hast made us for Thyself,” says St, 
Augustine to God, ‘and our hearts are restless till 
they rest in Thee!’ It must be so. Only inan- 
swering the object of our creation can we be happy. 
And Jesus reveals God to us just that we may find 
rest inGodin Him. (John 1: 14,16.) Toas many 
as do come to Him for rest He gives it, full, free, 
satisfying, present,everlasting rest—rest of the soul 
in God, for time and for eternity. (3). 


V. 29.—My yoke.—Christianity has a yoke. It 
ts obedience to the will of Christ and yielding the 
heart to His guidance. Imitation of His self-deny- 
ing humility gives rest to the soul, 

V. 20.—His service is delightful, a blessing, not 
a burden; a help, not a hindrance; like wings toa 
bird. 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


1. “It is in the nature of things that imprisoned 
lions should now and then, in moments «f deep 
vexation, begin toroar. In Luther’s life we find 
similar moods of teeling, in particular during the 
time when he was imprisoned in the castle of 
Wartburg. There are moments when the pious 
man can soar fur beyond the mountains, even up to 
the bosom of God; and others when, having sunk 
back into his insulated consciousness, he trembles 
before the smallest trouble,.’”’—Lange. 


2. It is said that the officers of the British army, 
during the American Revolution, at a conference 
with officers of the American army, found that 
these last were living chiefly on sweet potatoes 
roasted in the ashes, and that one of them said to 
his companions, ‘‘We can never conquer men who 
fight as they do, and live on such fare, They fight 
for principle, and while they can live on such fare 
will never yield.” 


3. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Come unto Me and rest; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon My breast.” 


I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary, and worn, and sad; 

I found in Him a resting-place, 
And He has made me glad. 


THE INFANT-CLASS. 


This Lesson is so full of Gospel truth, that in the 
time allowed for teaching it, each paragraph can 
only be casually touched upon, with slight expla- 
nations, thus treating it somewhat after the man- 
ner of Lessons Nos, 29and 30. Or else by taking 
some prominent thought—The Yoke and Burden, 
for instance, and applying that thought thoroughly. 
The minds of very little children receive more 
profit by one truth being made cl ar to them, and 
forcibly impressed, than by attempting several 
subjects which only serve to confuse their minds, 
Yet it is well to keep up a connection with the pre- 
ceding Lessons as much as possible by reviewing; 
and this Lesson, by using the whole chapter, af- 
fords a good opportunity. I will take the account 
as recorded by Matthew, as it is more complete, 
and give the suggestions according to the para- 
graphs. 


Suggestions.—Read to the classs Matthew LI: 1-3. 
Ask which John is meant here, John the disciple, 
or John the Baptist? Make the distinction clear 
totheir minds. Refer back to the Lesson upon 
John, the Foreranner. Why should he send to 
Christ with this inquiry, when he had once testi- 
fied ‘‘ Behold the Lamb of God?” Not for his own 
conviction, but for his disciples. Explain what 
John was in prison for. (Mark 6: 16-30.) Do not 
confound the disciples of John with the disciples of 
Christ. Recapitulate Lesson No, 30, John the dis~ 
ciple: the fisherman, and one of the Twelve. Re- 
peat Matt. 1l: 4, 5. Jesus sent John’s disciples 
back to him, to tell some of the wonderful things 
they had seen, Question the children as to what 
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they remember about “those wonderful things,” 
One little hand will probably_be raised to tell one 
thing, and other little hands to tell other things, 
Review here more particularly the last Sabbath’s 
Lesson. Read Matt. 11: 7-16. Explain what kind 
ofa Christian John was—a bold, earnest Christian, 
who was now suffering imprisonment for Christ’s 
sake. What kind of Christians are we to make? 
Like “‘reeds shaken by the wind?” Or shall we 
ever be ready to do battle “’gainst Satan and sin?” 
Have the school rise and sing: 


“This life is a battle ’gainst Satan and sin.” 
—Page 179, Happy Votees. 
Repeat Matt. 11: 16,17. Is religion merely child’s 
play—a thing to trifle with? ‘“* What shalla man 
give in exchange for his soul?” As in the time of 
Christ, so now: people slight the great salvation. 
Shall we? Christ wants little children to give 
Him their hearts, and has said: “Suffer little chil- 
dren,’ &e. Repeat Matt. 11:18,19. The fault-find- 
ers always at hand. ‘‘John decried as a fanatic; 
Christ, as a man of the world: see how the world 
reads characters!’ Read Matt. 11: 20-24. Explain 
how these were the cities where He had just been 
performing “those wonderful things,” and if they 
would not believe on Him after witnessing such 
proofs that He was the Son of Goi, then ** Woe 
unto them.” Coming to the Sabbath-school 
and the church; and having pious parents and 
teachers, will not make us Christians, unless we 
love the Saviour. Neither can we with safety put 
off the reception of thissalvation. To-day, if ye 
have heard His voice, give your hearts to Him. 
Christ pronounced WOE upon those cities where 
He had just been performing His greatest miracles, 
The greater our privileges, the greater our danger. 
Sing: ‘Jesus, how can I but love Thee?” 
—Happy Voices, page 71. 
Repeat Matt. 11: 25-27. Jesus prayed and gave 
thanks to His Father in the presence of His ene- 
mies. Sometimes God gives His Holy Spirit to 
very little children, to teach them things that 
older people, and those who think themselves 
wiser, know nothing about; because God has not 
taught them. Repeat motto. Explain the use of 
the yoke for cattle. Jesus puts a yoke upon us to 
make us go in the right way, when He wants us to. 
That yoke is conscience, guided by His holy Word. 
But His yoke is easy—much easier than Satan’s 
yoke. We all have burdens in some way. The 
yoke bears the burden up. So Christ’s yoke bears 
up the burden of duties which His religion lays 
upon us, and makes it so light, that we do not feel 
it, for He bears it for us. 
Sing, in closing: ‘: Jesus died upon the tree.” 
—Page 134, Bright Jewels. 





QUESTIONS FOR THE SCHOLARS. 


{These questions are the same as those in the 
“Question Paper,’ which we furnish in quantities 
for the scholars’ use. It has been thought best to 
give them here, also, as a help to teachers in their 
preparation and teaching of the Lesson. ] 


FOR YOUNGER CLASSES. 


1.—Where was John the Baptist all this while? 
2.—What did he hear? 
38.—W hat did he do? 
4.—What answer did Jesus send to him? 
5.—W hat did Jesus say about John after the mes- 
sengers were gone? 
6.—What did He say the people who spoke against 
John and against Himself were like? 
7.—How was that? 
8.—Whose children does He name those who re- 
ceived Him? 
9—What did He say about Chorazin and Beth- 
saida? 
10.—What about Capernaum? 
i1.—Why will it be more tolerable for some than for 
others at the day ot judgment? 
12.—For what did Jesus thank His Father at that 
time? 
13.—Whom did He mean by the wise and prudent? 
14.—By babes? 
15.—W hat does He say of Himself in verse 27? 
16.—W hat is the motto of this Lesson? 
17.—W hat is it to come to Jesus? 
18.—Have you done it? 
19.—Do you find rest? 








FOR INTERMEDIATE and OLDER CLASSES. 


1.—W hat is the subject of this Lesson? 
2.—How is it shownin His kindness toward John? 
(Tell the story of Luke 7: 18-23, as well as 
you can in your own words. ] 
3.—How is it shown in His instructing the people 
respecting John after the departure of the 
messengers? [Mention the six points in 
the argument in Matthew 11: 7-15.] 
4.—How is it shown in His reproving the people? 
(Matt. 11: 16-19.) 
5.—How is it shown even in denouncing judgment 
against the impenitent? (Matt. 11: 20-24.) 
6.—Are there different degrees of punishment in 
the world of woe? 
7.—How are the punishments proportioned ? 
8.—From whom are the things of Christ hidden? 
9.—Ho so? 
10.—To whom are they revealed? 
11.—Why is this? 
12.—What is the extent of the authority of the Man 
Christ Jesus? 
13.—How only can we know anything of God? 
14.—Why does Christ reveal God to us? 
15.—What is His invitation? 
16.—To whom is it extended? 
17.—What does Jesus proffer to those who come to 
Him? 
18.—W hat is it to come to Jesus? 
19.—W hat do those who come to Him do? 
20.—How do they become? 
21.—What do they find? 
22.—How can this be? 
23.—Have you found this rest for your soul? 
2 


Wanted in Sunday-School. 


V ANTED, superintendents of position 
and inffuence, and especially Chris- 
tian and intelligent, to govern, arrange, 
guide and teach. They must be men of 
meekness and gentleness, and have pecu- 
liar gifts of patience and long-suffering, and 
must have learned first how to control 
themselves, and then how to control others. 
They will need to have strong wills, and 
the power to enforce them without appear- 
ing arbitrary or dogmatic. They must be 
men whw will command the esteem of all 
the teachers and the love of the children. 
They must be careful not to interfere in 
things that arestrictly within the teachers’ 
own province, and yet they must be able to 
give advice and make suggestions when- 
ever such are needed. They must be men 
who have understanding of the times in 
which they live, not afraid of progress and 
new ideas and methods, and yet they must 
be men of steadfastness, not carried about 
by every wind of doctrine that may chance 
to blow. Above all, they must be ‘‘ good 
men,’”’? men after God’s own heart, men 
who are living copies of the Lord Jesus. 
Wanted, teachers for the Sunday-school, 
who are really teachers, and not merely 
men and women who are willing to ‘* take 
a class,’’? and pass away the Sunday after- 
noon, merely content to keep the children 
out of mischief. They must know ‘‘ the 
truth as it is in Jesus,’’ for themselves, and 
be able, so far as any human agency can, 
to impart to others. They must be apt to 
teach, must know how to communicate, 
question, illustrate, and apply the subject 
that shall be before the class. They must 
be Christian men and women, who be- 
lieve that Christ died for little children, 
and that they can be saved. They may be 
rich or poor, they may be in positions of 
honor or among the lowly of the earth, but 





they must be followers of Jesus—those who 
with their hearts believe in him, and in 
their lives confess him. And because of 
that, because of their love for him, because 
‘‘the love of Christ constraineth’’ them, 
they must love all children with a great 
tenderness and solicitude. Noone will do 
for a teacher who is not loving, and kind, 
and gentle, as well as firm and able. Let 
all who have the necessary qualifications 
offer themselves at once, for the harvest is 
great and the laborers are few, and the 
ery, ‘‘ Come over and help us,’”’ is sounding 


every where. 
Wanted, children for the Sunday-school. 


The poor, the ignorant, the friendless, the 
sinful, are especially wanted, that they 
may be taught to live, that they may learn 
of the love of Jesus, and understand what 
the All-Father wishes them to do. Home- 
less children, or those who have miserable 
homes, with little love or comfort in them, 
are wanted, that they may be told of 
another home—of a Father’s house of many 
mansions, where there shall be no more 
hunger, or thirst, or weariness, but where 
there shall be abundance of love and joy 
forevermore. And other children are 
wanted, too,—the young of the powerful 
middle classes, whose influence upon the 
world will be a mighty one, that they may 
be fitted for their responsibilities, and 
taught the only way to make the world 
better, and to advance the cause of right. 
Wanted, too, the children of the rich, that 
they may learn to feel sympathy with their 
feliows, and understand that there is no 
true greatness without love to Christ. All 
are wanted in the Sunday-school who have 
souls to save, who have life that may be 
consecrated to the Saviour and hearts that 
are capable of loving him. 

Wanted, men and women in quiet homes, 
to pray morning, noon and night, for the 
blessing of the Lord, to strengthen the 
hands of the workers by sympathy and 
kindly appreciation, and to give all that 
they have to give to the good cause. 

Who will come to the help of the Lord,— 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty ? 
—From the English. 


—~> <> 
-—-<- 


THE APPLE IN THE BOTTLE. 
N the mantelpiece of my grandmother’s 
best parlor, amongother marvels, was 
an apple ina phial. It quite filled up the 
body of the bottle, and my childish won- 
derment constantly was ‘‘How could it 
have got there?’ By stealth I climbed a 
chair to see if the bottom would unscrew, 
or if there had been a join in the glass 
throughout the length of the phial. I was 
satisfied by careful observation that neither 
of these theories could be supported, and 
the apple remained to me an enigma and a 
mystery. One day, walking in the garden, 
I saw itall. There, on a tree, was a phial 
tied, and within it a tiny apple which was 
growing within the crystal. The apple 
was put into the bottle while it was little, 
and it grew there. 

Just so must we catch the little men and 
women who swarm our streets—we call 
them boys and girls—and introduce them 
within the influence of the church; for 
alas! it is hard indeed to reach them whén 
they have ripened in carelessness and sin.— 
Spurgeon. 
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THE Lesson to be taught August 21st, 
may be found in Luke 7: 36-50. Subject: 
The Woman that had been a Sinner. 
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WE have received $3 for Chloe Lank- 
ton, from ‘‘Massachusetts.”’ 


OO oo 
How to Manage the Library. 


[* our previous articles on thissubject, we 

have shown the practical difficulties at- 
tending it, and the objections to most of 
the methods of management in actual use. 
We will now explain with some particu- 
larity the plan which on the whole seems 
to have the fewest defects and to secure the 
greatest number of advantages: 


1. A Printed Catalogue.—A printed cata- 
logue of the books is indispensable, and a 
copy of it should be in the hands of every 
member of the school, whether scholar or 
teacher. Our plan contemplates that the 
selection should be made from the cata- 
logue alone, and without an _ inspec- 
tion of the books. It is important, there- 
fore, that the catalogue should be so made 
as to give as much information as possible 
concerning the character of the several vo- 
lumes. 

It was at one time proposed to append to 
the title of each volume in the catalogue a 
brief description of the book. Buta de- 
scriptive catalogue, like this, was found to 
require a large amount of skill and judg- 
ment in the preparation, and furthermore 
to be very expensive. Instead of a descrip- 
tive catalogue, therefore, we recommend a 
classified one. The books may be assorted 
into three general kinds, corresponding to 
the three general kinds of pupils in every 
school. These we may for convenience de- 
signate as the Primary or Infant classes, 
the Main school, and the Adult classes. 
Some of the books are suited to scholars 
just beginning to read, or even tothe young 
children who cannot read, but who like to 
have a book read to them. Other books 
are suited to those of mature minds—to the 
teachers and the members of the adult 
classes. Others again are such as form the 
main staple of our Sunday-school books, 
and are suited to the main body of the 
school. If the catalogue contains the titles 
of the books all alphabetically arranged, 
and if after each title are appended the let- 





ters Pr., M.,or Ad., to signify that the 
book is suited to one in the Primary, in 
the Main school, or in the Adult classes, 
and if besides the number of pages is given, 
the scholar has some considerable clue to 
guide him in the selection of the books. 

Sometimes the catalogue is printed in 
three parts, with three separate headings. 
But this creates a difficulty. Whenever ad- 
ditions are made to the library, an entirely 
new catalogue would have to be issued. 
But under the p!an which we propose, all 
that is necessary, when new books are 
bought, is to issue supplementary slips. 

Some check is needed to prevent the 
scholars from losing or destroying their 
catalogues. The best plan is to fix a small 
price upon the catalogue, and require the 
scholar who loses his copy to pay for the 
extra one. 

The cost of printing a catalogue, such as 
we have described, will depend upon the 
size of the library and the style of the cata- 
logue. 

2. The Scholar’s Library Card.—Every 
scholar should be furnished with a Library 
Card, in which to enter the numbers of the 
books selected. Cards of various patterns 
have been designed for this purpose. The 
most convenient is one in this form: 





LIBRARY CARD. 


I all 
a 
st 


This contains nine blanks, giving the op- 
portunity for nine selections. The scholar 
may, if he chooses, fill up the whole num- 
beratonce. If, when thecard goes into the 
librarian, the book first selected is out, the 
librarian will supply the applicant with 
some one of the others; and when all the 
numbers have been exhausted, a new card 
will be issued. These cards may be obtain- 
ed at the very moderate price of 50 cents a 
hundred. 

Another card of large size is prepared, 
containing blanks enough to run througha 
whole year. The cost of this is $1.50 a hun- 
dred. The back of the eard contains the 
necessary directions to the scholar, as: 
(1.) Write, in the spaces on the other side 
of the card, the numbers of the books which 
you wish to get; those numbers which you 
place first will be considered your first 
choice. (2.) Leave this card with the Li- 
brarian as you enter the school-room; do 








17. 




















not put it inside your library book. (3.) 
You cannot get another book while you 
have one out of the library, &c. 


8. Register Number.—Every member of 
the school, whether scholar or teacher, 
should have a Register Number, by which 
he should be known on the books of the 
Superintendent, the Secretary, and the Li- 
brarian. Number ]'7 in the card given 
above, shows at once to what scholar or 
teacher it belongs. Only one person in the 
seheol has that number. An admirable 
and most complete form for a General Ree 
gister has been prepared, providing for all 
possible emergencies and guarding most 
effectually against mistakes, and is at the 
same time exceedingly simple and easily 
worked. 

4. Selection at Home.—The scholar is 
expected to keep his catalogue at home, 
This is 
an essential feature of the system. The 
catalogue gives him all the means for ma- 
king a choice; and while at home, during 
the week, with ample leisure for the pur- 
pose, he prepares his card, just as he pre- 
pares his lesson. He has the opportunity 
of consulting his parents, his brothers and 
sisters, or any members of the school 
whom he may meet, and he makes his 
choices with the fullest deliberation, in- 
stead of doing it in the haste and confusion 
of a brief interval in school. 

5. Returning Cards and Books.—The 
Librarian, or his assistant, has a table at 
the door of entrance of the school-room, 
and each scholar, on entering school, before 
going to his class, hands his Card and his 
library book to the Librarian. That is all 
the scholar has to do with the matter until 
he is dismissed at the close of the school. 

6. Receiving Cards and Books.—At the 
close of the school, the Librarian and his 
assistants stand at the door of exit, and 
give to each scholar, as he passes out, the 
book selected for him, and his card in it. 
The superintendent of course has to watch 
the operation, and to dismiss the classes 
only as fast as they are disposed of by the 
Librarian. The plan, however, is so sim- 
ple in its working that the books and cards 
can be given out as fast as it is proper for a 
school to be dismissed. 

By this plan of taking in and giving out 
the books, it will be seen that all confusion 
in the school and interruption of lessons, 
arising out of the operations o/ the library, 
are absolutely excluded. 

It remains that we explain the work of 
the Librarian. This is reserved for azo€ber 
article. 


and to make his selections there. 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 
Atmosphere. 


LANTS will not blossom without 

warmth and sunlight, and Sunday- 
school sessions and lessons will not give 
spiritual bloom and sweetness without the 
warmth and sunlight that diffuse their 
quickening influence in the atmosphere of 
love. Is the atmosphere of your Sunday- 
school favorable to growth and develop- 
ment? There would be no occasion to ask 
the question could an hour be spent with 
you; even less time would tell the story. 
Are the faces that assemble happy and 
eager? Do you welcome the stranger? 
Is there an air of cheerful earnestness in 
all that is said and done? 

A Sunday-school needs a particular at- 
mosphere as much as a green house does. 
You cannot have success without the 
proper conditions, more in one case than 
in the other. It is easy to see and point 
out evils. It is easy to lament coldness, 
indifference, jealousy among the members 
of the same corps, and various mistakes in 


system that jar and wake dissensions and: 


sharp criticism. It is easy to feel that the 
atmoephere is not a proper one when such 
is the case. Indeed it is impossible not to 
have this consciousness more or less clearly 
defined. The practical question is what is 
the remedy? The introduction of modern 
improvements and advertised helps, the 
election of new officers and re-organization 
of classes may result in decided benefit, 
though such measures are not infallible 
by any means. Although benefit may be 
thus derived, is the remedy on the whole 
likely to be radical enough to answer the 
heart’s desire? If not what more can be 
done or tried? 

We should say, should we venture to 
make further suggestion, apply to the 
Fountain head. Yeu have prayers in the 
school of course. You remember too the 
interests .of the school with which you are 
connected in your secret supplications. 
But the Lord will not be weary if you 
apply with importunity. Never give up. 
If you bave a school on your heart or 
hands, whether you work as superinten- 
dent, teacher, scholar, or in various capaci- 
ties, filling in the chinks as they occur, the 
school is yours in the degree that you are 
willing to have it so, and it is your privi- 
lege never to give up that school. 

If the proper atmosphere is wanting, be 
not content to plod on without it. It is 
yours to obtain the warming, quickening 
influence that is needed. It is yours to ob- 
tain it directly from the Lord. He has 
pledged himself to hear and answer prayer. 
The work is his. The means of carrying 
it on will not be denied his faithful laborers. 

Secret individual prayer is good. United, 
earnest prayer by the few, it may be, whose 
bearts are as one in the cause is also needed. 
From our own limited experience in stony 
and barren places, weshould say thatthe last 
must not be neglected more than the first. 
Pray for the gift of the Spirit, warming, 
energizing every heart. If you have a 
personal want of congeniality with other 





laborers, or objections to their mode of 
working, pray until it is overcome, and 
your heart is so full of love to them that 
you can suggest remedy without offence, 
and sympathize where now you only criti- 
cise. The loving presence of the Holy 
Spirit alone can give the proper Sabbath- 
school atmosphere. Seek it, and you shall 
not seek in vain. Its power is indispen- 
sable. 





>< 
For The Sunday-School Times, 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


Duties and Responsibilities, 


URING the sessions of the late Illinois 

Sunday-school Convention, four separate 
meetings were held, each charged with the 
special consideration of subjects most inti- 
mately interesting the four following classes 
of Sunday-school workers, namely, ‘Superin- 
tendents, Teachers of Adult Classes, Teachers 
of Intermediate Classes, and Teachers of In- 
fant-Classes. Reports of the conclusions to 
which each conference had come were subse- 
quently submitted to the Convention at large. 
We give the substance below: 


The Superintendent. 


At the Superintendent’s meeting, the rela- 
tion of superintendents to their teachers,—to 
what extent the latter should be subject to the 
regulations of the former, was first considered. 
The following views were held: 


His AUTHORITY. 


If questions arise upon which the superin- 
tendent and a teacher disagree, the teacher 
should acquiesce in the requirements of the 
superintendent. There must be a head, and 
there is no head unless it is the superinten- 
dent. Teachers should never say they will 
not acquiesce in this or that requirement of the 
superintendent. Superintendents should con- 
sult their teachers out of school, and no teacher 
should, in the presence of his scholars, refuse 
to accede to the requirements of the superin- 
tendent. But teachers and superintendent 
should have no differences; all should act as 
one. The superintendent has charge of the 
most important branch of church work; he 
should consult his assistant superintendents 
and teachers and other officers, but the teach- 
ers in school should acquiesce in the superin- 
tendent’s requirements, These matters should 
be settled in a Christian spirit, and not as out- 
side matters are settled. Superintendents must 
have the confidence of teachers, It is the su- 
perintendent’s duty to see to the teachers’ 
meeting. They are glorious meetings. The 
influence of superintendents in bringing teach- 
ers to the teachers’ meetings must be that of 
love. Regulations should be made at the 
teachers’ meetings by the teachers and carried 
out by the superintendent. He is the execu- 
tive. But where actual differences occur be- 
tween a superintendent and a teacher, they 
should be settled by the constitution and by- 
laws of the school, The chairman indorsed 
the last proposition ifit did not interfere with 
the real object of the teachers’ meeting, but 
was afraid it would. A superintendent often 
finds great difficulty in forming classes, He 
ought to have authority but seldom need ex- 
ercise it. Some things must be done arbitra- 
rily at times; as in the case of teachers—good 
ones—but very irregular in attendance. After 
a faithful attempt to remedy the evil, if not 





successful, the teacher must be discharged 
and the superintendent must do it. 


RETAINING THE OLDER SCHOLARS, 


The next question considered was the super- 
intendent’s duty in the matter of keeping the 
older scholars. The following views were ex- 
pressed : 

We must have an interesting place of meet- 
ing,and the superintendent must exert him- 
self, by thought and study and prayer, to make 
the general exercises of the school solidly at- 
tractive and interesting. William Reynolds 
suggested from hisown experience the advan- 
tage of promoting these older scholars to the 
Bible-class, or some class, which will gratify 
the feeling which, at this age, they always 
have, that they are people of importance and 
should be treated as such. Another had seen 
it accomplished by forming the older scholars 
into a class with a good, earnest-hearted lady 
teacher. Others believed in mixed classes, in 
visitation at the home, in interesting these 
older scholars in such subjects and by 
such well adapted means, that they will not 
desire to stay away. It was thought that the 
teachers had more to do with settling this 
vexed question than the superintendent. 


REGULAR AND PRoMPT TEACHERS, 

The next question discussed was, How shall 
the superintendent secure prompt and regular 
teachers? The remedies suggested were: Call 
the roll and report absentees. Get them 
through live teachers’ meetings. Try prayer. 
Dismiss inattentive and absentee teachers. 
Revort the absentees at a monthly concert. If 
a teacher is absent from his class, let him lose 
it for that day, and if four times absent, drop 
him from membership. Have a teachers’ 
prayer-meeting. 

THE LIBRARIAN, 

The relation of the librarian to the superin- 
tendent was decided to be that of subordinate 
to the head. But they must always work har- 
moniously together. 


How SHOULD OFFICERS BE CHOSEN? 

By the teachers at the teachers’ meeting, 
the majority thought. Some dissented, and 
thought it should be done by the scholars; 
church officers could have no voice unless they 
were members of the school. 


THE TEACHERS’ MEETING. 


The question, How can a superintendent get 
teachers to attend teachers’ meetings? was an- 
swered, by impressing it as a matter of duty; 
there must be an earnest and careful effort to 
make the meetings interesting, and should 
visit in person and use personal suasion ; have 
a prayer-meeting in connection. A brother 
believed in prayer and personal effort, and 
knew of a meeting where one woman was the 
life and sustaining power. 


Adult-Class Teachers. 


At the session for adult-class teachers, the 
following suggestions were made in answer to 
the question, How best to interest and instruot. 
adult pupils: 

Seek immediate results by following each 
lesson by a personal effort to lead the soul to 
Christ. To retain the young ladies and gen- 
tlemen in the Sabbath-school, treat them with 
marked respect and courtesy. To interest 
farmers and laborers in rural districts, get 
them together on the Sabbath, and require 
them to turn to references, read and compare 
Scripture with Scripture, and thus bring to bear 
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as much Scripture as possible. The teacher 
should labor earnestly to be well prepared, 
and have something with which to interest his 
class. Cultivate the social element. Spare no 
pains to gain the confidence, esteem, and love 
of the pupils. . 


Intermediate-Class Teachers. 


- The first subject considered by the teachers 
in council was their duties and responsibilities 
outside of the Sunday-school hour. 


THE TEACHER’S OUTSIDE WORK. 


The prevailing sentiments were that the 
teacher’s work was not confined to the short 
hour spent with the classon the Sabbath. That 
the responsibility was not like that ofa corpo- 
ration, but was peculiarly a personal obliga- 
tion, and extending through every day and 
hour. Thought, intense and active, ever ready 
to seize upon opportunities, should character- 
ize the teacher. What shall Ido? and how 
shallI doit? should be ever recurring ques- 
tions. Visit your scholars, know them, their 
parents, their associates; find out their habits, 
their circumstances, their fortunes or misfor- 
tunes. Be an adviser, a helperin time of trou- 
ble; follow them in their business, their plea- 
sures, their sorrows; and last, but not least, 
pray for them every day, not as a class, but 
individually, remembering that “ the effectual, 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.”’ 


ILLUSTRATIONS IN TEACHING. 


‘* Where shall I gather illustrations for my 
class?’’? was the next topic. On the source 
from which they are drawn depends, in a great 
measure, their value. Good bank notes come 
from the banker, not from the counterfeiter. 
No one has any right to have counterfeits, so 
no teacher has a right to use spurious illus- 
trations. Convey the truth by the simplest 
illustrations possible, and with the least cir- 
cumlocution. Instead of relying on encyclo- 
pedias, etc., go into the stréets with open eyes; 
pick up the dead, broken branch which lies at 
your feet and convert it into an illustration of 
a faultless Christian life. Be wide awake, be 
discriminating; or, if the expression may be 
allowed, possess sanctified gumption. No 
teacher has a right to go to his class without an 
illustration to enforce the truth. The Saviour 
preached the gospel in the trees, in the fields, 
in the roads. Why not we? An illustration 
is to be used to gain attention and to carry 
home the truth. Employ such as are within 
the comprehension of the child. Let Greek 
mythology alone. Take God’s illustrations, 
scattered on every hand, in the fields, the gar- 
dens, thelanes. Look atthe flowers, the grass, 
all nature, and pray God to open your eyes. 
An excellent help is to have a Bible with a 
wide margin, in which to note down, as you 
find them, such illustrations as bear upon any 
particular passage. Atter awhile you will have 
a book which money cannot buy. Use always 
the best material you can find, and, if possible, 
that drawn from your own experience. Do 
not labor to find great things. Take the little 
things. Be plain, consistent, concise. If your 
lesson is about Zaccheus climbing into the sy- 
camore tree, do not picture the sycamore of the 
Mississippi valley, with its smooth trunk, but 
remember the Palestine sycamore. Never use 
an illustration simply for its own sake; ever 
keep in mind the great object, and let the truth 
follow the way into the mind and heart which 
the illustration had opened. 





DEALING WITH YOUNG CONVERTS. 


How shall we treat the young Christians in 
our classes? was the last subject for considera- 
tion. Assume at once that they are Christians 
and do not keep them at arm’s length. Let 
the child feel that there is a band of connection 
between you. Inculcate the idea that conver- 
sion is not the end but the beginning of Chris- 
tian life; that he is just entering the school of 
Christ, not to graduate till taken to the hea- 
venly mansionsabove. Quicken his conscience 
and lead him to develope his Christian charac- 
ter. Do not insiston mature experience at 
once. He needs culture. If he falls now and 
then, help him up, and lead him on, never 
abandon him. Discourage the use of hack- 
neyed phrases, which are meaningless to him. 
Teach him to use fresh, natural expressions in 
telling his Christian experience. See that he 
has the meat, not the shell only. Be sympa- 
thetic towardhim. Draw him to and with you. 
Do not- simulate sympathy, for it will surely 
be discovered. Be earnest and honest. As 
elder Christians are, so are younger Chris- 
tians. If you are irregular and inconsistent, 
so may they be. Forget not that you may be 
stamping the impress of your character upon 
their young lives for eternity. Christian cul- 
ture is what they demand at your hands. En- 
courage the feeble spark, and with sound doc- 
trine combine every good work, making them 
your co-laborers in the vineyard of the Lord. 
Strive to make them your associates on earth 
and prepare them to be your companions for 
eternity ; for what more glorious thought than 
at the last great day you may stand before the 
great white throne, hand in hand with those 
whom you have trained in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 


Infant-Class Teachers, 


The teachers of infant-classes reported back 
the following suggestions to the Conven- 
tion: 

1, That as childhood is the most favorable 
time to receive impressions for good, so espe- 
cially is the primary class the place where 
these impressions should be made. Therefore, 
the teachers of these classes should be the best 
qualified, most devoted, loving, child-like and 
Christ-like of all teachers;—men and women 
who can and will follow the example of Jesus, 
who took such children in his arms, that he 
might save them. 

2. That it is desirable that the scholars of 
these classes should commit the Scripture to 
memory. Therefore,a uniform lesson is most 
important in every school, and that the verse 
containing the central thought should be the 
lesson for this class. 

3. That the teachers shou!d know all the 
children in their classes and visit them at their 
homes. Therefore, when the numbers are too 
large to admit of this being done by the super- 
intendent (or general teacher) and his assist- 
ants, the class should be subdivided into 
smaller classes, as in the intermediate depart- 
ment. 


4. That the singing in this class is of the first 
importance. Therefore, a competent leader 
should be secured; great care taken in the 
reading of the hymn to impress the meaning 
of the words, and to teach them to sing in a 
correct manner, 

5. That as God has given us eyes to see, as 
well as ears to hear, Therefore, blackboards, 
pictures, flowers, and other object lessons are 
beneficial and highly commended. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
Preparing the Lesson. 


) & is an excellent plan for both teacher 
and scholar to begin the preparation of 
the lesson for the ensuing Sabbath as early 
in the week as possible. 

Stimulated and refreshed by the session 
exercises, fresh from intercourse with each 
other, and feeling wherein preparation has 
in the last lesson been deficient, it is of de- 
cided benefit to make the plan and general 
outline of preparation for the coming les- 
son as directly after the Sunday-school ex- 
ercises for the present week are concluded 
as possible. 

Having thus early received the subject 
and plan of the lesson into the mind, it will 
be matter of surprise to note how many in- 
cidents, scraps of information and kindred 
thoughts and suggestions will present 
themselves during the week to enrich, 
illustrate, and light up the subject under 
consideration. 

It is well to give some systematic thought 
and study to the lesson each day, and 
though this may to some teachers at first 
thought seem impossible, experience will 
prove that even in the busiest it may be 
found practicable. A half hour’s study in 
the morning obtained by earlier rising, 
will accomplish much more in the aggre- 
gate than might at first view be supposed, 
and more time can often be obtained. It is 
in reality not so much the time as the will 
that is lacking in most instances, but the 
habit once formed, of gleaning a little every 
day, and drawing through means of this 
study sweet draughts from the living foun- 
tain of Scripture truth, one will not readily 
consent to do without such a means of re- 
freshment and ofstrengthening. 

When towards the last of the week, or as 
is sometimes the case just before the teach- 
er’s meeting, or the actual school session, 
the study of the lesson is begun, perfect 
leisure of the mind which is so important 
acondition of success, can too seldom be 
commanded from intruding cares and 
crowding employments. ‘‘ Well begun is 
half done,’’ is ahomely adage. It is a true 
one nevertheless with regard to Sunday- 
school lessons as well as other things. The 
new week in its freshness is the time ac- 
cording to the given experience of many 
teachers, when the study of the lesson can 
be best ‘‘ begun.’’ 


————_- oe ——————___— 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
Picture Teaching. 


iG is said of Spurgeon that the secret of 
his great power lies in the highly 
wrought and beautifully colored pictures 
which he holds up to the admiring and 
wondering gaze of his audience. All minor 
imperfections and blemishes are lost sight of 
in contemplating their general beauty of 
conception and execution. The enthusi- 
astiec artist, with each touch of the brush, 
evokes more clearly some object of interest, 
until the merest shadow seems endowed 
with life and animation. 

So true to nature is the likeness, that you 
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fancy you can see the falling snow or hear 
the rustling of the wind through the trees; 
or, if the subject delineates the animal 
kingdom, you listen to the bleating of the 
sheep as they return to the fold, or hear the 
lowing of the cattle as the farmer-boy urges 
them homeward. His aim in all this is 
fidelity to nature; knowing that the ap- 
preciative and faithful connoisseur will 
commend the effort and find his very soul 
gladdened by the beauty of the production, 
owing to its truthful adherence to nature. 
The great power of our Saviour’s teaching 
consisted in employing the beauties of the 
natural world to typify those of the spir- 
itual. ‘‘ Consider the lilies of the field,” 
&ec. As his ardent and enthusiastic nature 
disclosed tHese analogies to his wondering 
audience, they saw therein objects of beauty 
never before comprehended; and as their 
attention became riveted, their imagina- 
tion exalted and their hearts warmed, he 
held up to them the beautiful realities of 
the spiritual world, and when the natural 
eye was withdrawn from the objects figu- 
ratively presented, the spiritual vision re- 
mained fixed upon the glorious realities of 
which nature’s works are merely the pic- 
tured representation. Upon natures thus 
elevated, instructed and purified, the in- 
ward satisfaction and enjoyment are evineed 
by marked effect upon their daily life. 

We may learn from this the true secret 
of the faithful teacher’s success. He com- 
mences his lesson by holding up to his 
scholars a beautiful and attractive picture 
that will be certain to enlist and secure at- 
tention; perhaps a thrilling incident that 
has transpired during the week, or some 
tale of suffering and woe; but it must 
be kindled by the fire of enthusiasm, and 
the teacher must take the children in imagi- 
nation to the very spot; then, while their 
sympathies are awakened, and their hearts 
warmed, point them to the living truths it 
embodies; and let the teacher’s heart glow 
with nobler and loftier enthusiasm as each 
object is clearly and vividly presented. 
Then, teacher, carry your picture to your 
class, marred it may be by your constitu- 
tional blemishes; but strive to be true to 
the original. Take Christ as your model, 
and seek the aid of the Holy Spirit to kin- 
dle enthusiasm in ‘‘ your soul’’—then will 
a picture be mirrored in the minds and 
hearts of your scholars which they cannot, 
if they would, forget. HH. W. 

a em 

WINTER SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.—At a meet- 
ing of Sunday-school workers, lately held 
in Albemarle county, Va., we listened with 
great pleasure to earnest discussions as to 
the best means of keeping Sunday-schools 
open during the winter. We confess a 
number of the brethren surprised us by an- 
nouncing that the winter months were the 
best to keep up the schools. To us, the 
show, mud, and mountains seemed almost 
insuperable barriers; but they were all le- 
velled by the experience of the brethren. 

We are more convinced than ever, that 
‘‘ where there is a will, there isa way.’”’ If 
the brethren and sisters make up their 
minds to attend themselves, there will be 





507 








no trouble about the children. The blame 
of partially withdrawing the gospel from 
the children for four months in the year, 
lies at the door of professing Christians. 
The plea of danger to health will not suf- 
fice, for the persons entering it will cheer- 
fully expose themselves to attend a party, 
a wedding, or an important gathering. It 
is, after all, but a sinful indulgence which 
closes our school-room to the children 
during the winter months, Will brethren 
try and take this view of the subject?— 
Rev. Geo. C. Connor, in the Bapt. Teacher. 


i eel 


Sunday-School Gntelligence. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 

A Uniform Lesson for the Whole Coun- 
try.—An informal conference of editors and 
publishers of Sunday-School Lessons was held 
last week in New York city. Its purpose was 
to consider the propriety of adopting, and if 
the way were clear to adopt, a Uniform Series 
of Lessons for the Whole Country, for 1871. 
The way not being clear, the matter was post- 
poned for the present. 








Boston, Mass.—A City Sunday-School 
Union.—A meeting of the officers and teachers 
ofthe Evangelical Sabbath-schools of the city 
was held at the vestry of the Park Street 
church, for the purpose of adopting the con- 
stitution and by-laws of the Boston Sunday- 
School Union, and choosing officers, The 
constitution provides that officers and teachers 
of all evangelical schools may become mem- 
bers by signing the by-laws. The board of 
managers consist of a president, one vice- 
president from each denomination, a secretary 
and treasurer, and an executive committee of 
two from each denomination, all to be annu- 
ally chosen. Officers were chosen as follows: 
President, Franklin Snow ; Secretary, Osborne 
Parker; Treasurer, B. B. Russell; Vice Presi- 
dents, W. P. M. Means, O. S. Currier, G. W. 
Chipman, Benjamin Woodward, E. M. Wat- 
sop, B. P. Bates, D. Lothrop, W. J. Hurd, 
Geo, Watson. EHzecutive Committee, Elbridge 
Torrey, John L. Doty, Congregationalist; H. 
Furnas, J. B. Quimby, Methodist; Eben 
Shute; W. H. Roundy, Baptist; L. G. Green, 
S. G. Deblois, Episcopalian; Reuben Crook, 
James W. Merriam, Presbyterian; William 
Parks, John McDonnell, United Presbyterian; 
J. L. Roberts, Freewill Baptist; R. C. Cun- 
ningham; R. B. Leighton, Evangelical Ad- 
vent; Rev. E. Edmands, William L. Hopkin- 
son, Christian Baptist. 

Chicopee, Mass.—A Floral Concert.—The 
Congregational Sabbath-school at Chicopee, 
Mass., has just held a delightful celebration, in 
which the floral concert exercise entitled 
“Jesus, the Rose of Sharon,’’ was beautifully 
and successfully rendered. The superintend- 
ent sends us a photograph of the pulpit, and 
surroundings, with the floral letters standing 
out in beautiful and expressive relief. He 
writes, ‘‘ Il want to add my testimony in favor 
of the exercise. Although it was a very hot 
evening, we had a very large audience, and all 
seemed to be interested from beginning to end. 
It is spoken of on all sides as not only beauti- 
ful, but carrying with it an amount of good 
seldom contained in a floral concert. Our 





manner was somewhat different from that laid 
down in the exercise as published in The 
Times. Instead of the superintendent’s read- 
ing the poetry and whole classes coming out 
with the letter, only two scholars came out at 
a time, one bearing the letter, and reciting the 
Scripture, and the other reciting the poetry. 
After the word “Jesus” was up, a little class 
came out, without being called, and recited 
poetry about the name of Jesus; then all sang 
‘* How sweet the name of Jesus sounds,’’ &¢. 
Taking it altogether, we call it the best thing 
for a floral concert we know of.”’ R. T. O. 





Mercer County, Pa.—The Mercer County 
Convention was a success. It was held in the 
County Court-House. Sixty delegates put in 
their appearance. R. M. J. Zahnizer, Presi- 
dent of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion, called the hody to order, and Rev. L. W. 
Day, Methodist pastor in Mercer, made the 
opening address. And a good, rich address it 
was. The following questions were taken up 
in the morning session: Who Should Super- 
intend? How Shall We Obtain Competent 
Teachers? Shall We Have Uniform Lessons? 
How Shall We Grade Our Schools? The Ques- 
tion-Box. A Teachers’ Class. The latter was 
taught by Mr. Day, the subject, The Transfi- 
guration, being skillfully taught. The man- 
ner of teaching was freely and interestingly 
criticized by the Convention. 

In the afternoon a fine Blackboard Lesson 
was taught by J. D. Carlisle, of Pitsburgh, 
from Matt. 5: 44, 45. It wasan impressive and in- 
structive exercise, showing skill in illustration 
and application, and proving the value of the 
black board as aSunday-schooladjunct. Sacred 
Geography was next ably handled by the Rev. 
S. C. Ferris, Pittsburgh City Missionary, its 
importance and interest as a Sunday-school 
study being fully shown. 

Several interesting questions were read and 
answered after the question-box fashion, and 
an interesting discussion took place on the 
question of introducing the Temperance 
Pledge into the Sunday-school. The senti- 
ment of the Convention seemed to be in favor 
of such action. Greenville was fixed upon as 
the place for the next Convention. The fol- 
lowing officers were chosen for the year: 

President, Dr. S. M. Ross; Vice Presidents, 
David Hum amd Wm. Coulter; Secretaries, 
R. M. J. Zahnizer and F. H. Braggins; Trea- 
surer, S. R. Thompson. 

The Convention was a grand success, in 
every particular, and promises to work great 
good in the Sabbath-school cause throughout 
the county. 


Altoona, Pa.—In our city of about 10,000 
population, we have ten Sabbath-schools in 
more or less successful operation, and a fair 
degree of Sunday-school interest and spirit. 
Our own school, whose anniversary was held 
on Sunday afternoon, July 17th, is specially 
interesting and flourishing. We are putting 
up a Sunday-school room and lecture room 
which, when completed, will cost about $15,000. 
It was only our first anniversary, and our 
house of worship not being completed, we 
occupy Bell’s Hall, in which our celebration 
was held. Ours is the Second Presbyterian . 
Church Sunday-school, Rev. W. J. Chiches- . 
ter, pastor. In one year our little band of 40 
has grown to nearly 500! The Secretary, Mr. 
Max. Kinkead, presented a most interesting 
report. It shows that the infant school, in 
charge of Daniel Laughman, is equally pros- 
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perous with the main school, it having in- 
ereased in one year from 8 to a roll of 126, and 
an actual attendance of nearly 100. There are 
88 classes, including two Bible or normal 
elasses, 5 scholars attended every session, 4 
scholars all but one session, and 13 all but 
two during the year. Prizes were offered for 
this punctuality, and also special prizes for 
bringing in the largest numbers. James H. 
Dysart is the efficient superintendent. The 
future of this school is most promising. May 
it be a meansof great blessing to all this beau- 
tifal region. nestled so shelteringly at the foot 


of these mighty Alleghenies! ALTOONA. 





Hantingdon County, Pa.—The late Sab- 
bath-School Convention in this county was 
such a large, enthusiastic, and practical gather- 
ing, that to do it justice we must defer a re- 
report until next week, that we may devote 


more space to it than we can at present com- 
mand. 





Indiana.—The Indiana Christian Sunday- 
School Association will hold its annual Con- 
vention in the town of Wabash, Ind., begin- 
ning Tuesday, August 9th, at 2 o'clock P. M., 
and continuing until the Thursday evening 
following. Eight sessions, in all, will be held. 
The programme, which we have received, lays 
out a most interesting course of exercises, of 
the kind usual in all our State Sunday-school 
gatherings. Particular attention is bestowed 
upon object-teaching and infant-class instruc- 
tion generally—essays and practical illustra- 
tion on the subject being provided for. Seve- 
ral lady teachers are appointed to these exer- 
eises, Every ‘Christian’ Sunday-school in 


‘the State is entitled to send three delegates, 


Q. A. Burgess is President, and W. W. Dow- 
ling, Secretary of the Association. 





Sangamon County, [llinois.—The Sunday- 
school Secretary of this county, Clinton L. 
Oonkling, of Springfield, has adopted a good 
plan for securing the Sunday-school statistics 
of his county. Three months before the meet- 
ing of the State Convention, say the first of 
April, the Secretary sends a printed circular 
letter to each of the superintendents in the 
county, whose address he has obtained, with 
the usual printed inquiries about the school, 
which he is requested to answer. In another 
month, say May Ist, the Secretary issues an- 
other circular, containing a printed list of the 
name, location, and post-office address of each 
school whose superintendent has responded to 
the previous circular, and an urgent request 
that if any superintendent’s school is not re- 
presented on that list, he send in his report at 
once, that his school may not go unnoticed. 
One more effort is then made previous to the 
meeting of the State Convention, and a new 
circular is sent to the delinquents, contai:ing 
an addenda to the first, with the names of 
‘schools and superintendents reporting since 
the'first was issued. 
eems to beacapital one. It re- 
getic following up, of course. The 
fed last May contains the names of 
ho respon“ed at the first call, and 
23 atthe second, in time to go in the “ adden- 
da.’ Only like persixtent and methodical ef- 


fort ean secure reliable statistics from any 
eounty. 










How to Make a Sunday-School Banner.— 
Tie following directions may be of value in 
gome quarters. They are given ina circular 
of the Morris County (N. J.) Sunday-School 
Asreciation, to the schools under its care, in 





anticipation of their forthcoming procession 
and pic-nic: 

‘“*An inexpensive and attractive banner can 
be made as follows: Procure a piece of heavy 
white bleached muslin or * Hollands’ (the lat- 
ter is best) 44 feet wide by 6 feet long. Cut out 
patterns of letters of 3 sizes in ‘Old English,’ 
‘German Text,’ or ‘block’—the largest for 
name of school, say 5 inches long; the second 
for motto of the school, usually a short text of 
Scripture, 3 inches long ; and third for date of 
organization of school, 2 inches long. Letters 
can then be cut out of colored or gilt paper, or 
both, and with mucilage or flour paste, placed 
upon the cloth. <A worsted fringe of yellow, 
blue, crimson or scarlet is stitchea to the sides 
and bottom of the banner. It is then tacked 
to around stick an inch in diameter and 4} 
feet long, the ends of which can be ornament- 
ed with plain or gilt acorns. The banner is 
suspended by cords to a staff 10 feet in length, 
and tothe lower corners are attached cords 
and tassels four feet long. The staff may be 


surmounted by an eagle, crown or spear- 
head.,’’ 





Tonawanda, N. Y.—The sixth semi-annual 
session of the Methodist Episcopal Sunday- 
School Institute of the Niagara District, will 
be held in the Methodist church, at Tonawan- 
da, on Tuesday and Wednesday, August 9th 
and 10th. The Rev. William Scism will be 
Conductor. The programme, besides being 
beautifully printed, is a model of suggestive- 
ness, its spare corners and spaces being filled 
with mottoes, texts, and earnest words parti- 
cularly addressed to teachers and workers in 


the Sunday-school, The motto of the Institute 
is thus arranged : 


W HOSE AM AND 
HOM SERVE! 


and the following finely adapted acrostic is 
conspicuously printed on the programme: 


EVERY SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKER 
(On Niagara District) 
SHOULD BE 


(at the) 


Thoughtful Meek, Mild Educated Industrious 
O.serving Energetic Punctual Near to Jesus 


Natural Tender Intent Systematic 
Affectionate Humble Sociable Truthful 
Working Original Cheerful Influential 
Amiable Discerning @Obliging Trustful 
Noble, Neat In Earnest Personal Upright 
Devoted Serious Active Temperate 
Apt, Able Triumphant Loving Enthusiastic 





Denver, Colorado.—The Clear Creek Union 
Sunday-school, of Colorado, held its anniver- 
sary in the little frame school-house on Pov- 
erty Ridge, on a recent Sunday evening, 
after having been postponed one week on ac- 
count of stormy weather. It was a delightful 
and profitable meeting. The evening was beau- 
tiful and the house well filled. All seemed 
happy in celebrating this, the third birthday 
of our beloved school. The Secretary’s report 
shows the school to be in very favorable cir- 
cumstances, although the number of scholars 
is not very large nearly all who are in 
the neighborhood attend. Being in the coun- 
try, our number is limited of course. The 
averaze attendance for 1869, was 22. Our 
Teachers’ meeting is held from week to week 
at the different homes of the teachers, where, 
after preparing the lesson by study and prayer, 





a short time is spentin learning to sing. Much 
earnest inquiry is manifsst in the school for 
Bible truth, many of the scholars have been 
converted, and others we believe are seeking 
the “right way.’’? Hon Judge Miller, of Den- 
ver, made an address of encouragement to the 
school, on the evening of the anniversary, and 
just bafore the close of the exercises, tracts, 
and copies of ‘*The American Messenger,’’ 
were distributed to all present. M. L. C, 





Chicago has a second German Sunday- 
school, which numbers 75 scholars, and is fast 
developing into a new German church. 


Personal—A New Sunday-School Secre= 
taryship.—The Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, at its late General Conference, created 
the office of Sunday-School Secretary, and 
elected the Rev. Atticus G. Haygodd, of Nash- 
ville, Tenn., to fill it. The Baltimore Chris- 
tian Advocate, jubilant over the appointment, 
thus speaks of tre new Secretary: Heisa man 
of vigorous intellect, thorough education, and 
unstudied tact. He has commonsense enough 
to make him conspicuous without the addition 
of any of those other mental attributes which 
he possesses in an equal degree. He belongs 
to the Southern Methodist church, soul, mind, 
and body. He is a steam-engine for work; 
and more—a locomotive, that can pull the 
whole train of Sunday-schools forward. He 
has written a circular to the children of the 
church and to our co-workers in their cause, 
It is the whistle which says ‘All aboard I’ 
We feel the starting jerk. Come, teachers and 
preachers, to your posts. Come, children, get 
o.1the Sunday-school cars. We are going to 
quit the hot, dusty streets of the world, fora 
holiday excursion to the shade of the trees 
whose leaves are for the healing of the nations. 
What a happy time you will have out in God’s 
grove, wearing white robes that never soil, 
and flower-crowns that never fade, singing 
songs which the angels think sweeter than 
their own and learn to swell with conjubilant 
voices. But do you not want old folks on the 
train? Yes; but those that get on old folks, 
will jump off children. We shall all be chil- 
dren over there. Let go, Bro. Atticus, and 
never stop except to take up a new passenger ! 





Foreign Personal.—The Sunday-School 
Journal says that Charles Reed, M. P., and 
Mr. Daniel Pratt, both ofthe London Sunday- 
School Union, and J. Comper Gray, also 4 
noted English Sunday-school worker and 
author, expect to be present among the dele- 
gates to the forthcoming meeting of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance in New York city. The Jour- 
nal also says that arrangements are almost 
completed for a grand meeting of Sunday- 
school superintendents, (a ‘‘ Superintendent’s 
Breakfast,’’?) to welcome the foreign Sunday- 
school delegates to the Alliance Conference. 
It will probably be held on Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 28, at 8 o’clock, A, M., in Grace Mix 
sion, 





A Faithful Teacher.—A Boston Sunday- 
school teacher (a lady of course) has not been 
absent from her class a single Sunday during 
the past forty-six years.— Exchange. 





Chinese Sunday-Schools.—The Chinese 
Sunday-schools in San Francisco, are ten in 
number, having 301 teachers, and an average 
attendance of 764 pupils. 





Ireland.—The Irish Presbyterian Church 
has 1,094 Sabbath-schools, with 8,050 teachers, 
and 16,305 scholars, 
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Books. 


Tre Ros Roy ON THE JORDAN, NILE, RED SEA, 
AND GENNESARETH, &c. Crown 8vo, pp. 464. A Ca- 
noe Cruise in Palestine and Egy pt, and the Waters 
of Damascus. By J. MacGregor, M, A. With Maps 
and Illustrations. New York: Harper & Brothers, 
Most of our readers have heard of the unique voy- 
ages of the “ Rob Roy,” a little boat or canoe, con- 
structed so as to furnish the best accommodaiions 
in the smallest space and the least possible weight. 
It was designed for minute explorations in shallow 
waters, unfrequented streams, &c. The builder 
and owner, Mr. MacGregor, an Englishman, had 
made three successful voyages with his canoe, in 
Central Europe,in the Baltic, and in the English 
Channel. We now find him, in voyage number 
four, cruising in the waters of Palestine and Bible 
lands; and in intelligible, graphic style giving to 
the world the results of his explorations, as record- 
ed in hisjournal, The tripon the Jordan, from its 
sources to its mouth, is especially full of interest 
and value to the Christian reader. The work will 
supplement our knowledge of the lands visited in 
many important particulars, and will convey an 
idea of the waters of Palestine with more minute 
distinctness than any previously published, It 
abounds in valuable scientific information, and is 


enriched with maps and numerous fine illustra- | 


tions. The author's style is familiar and pleasing. 
His book will have a permanent place among the 
list of works on sacred travel. We would commend 
itto the attention of all Sabbatn-school workers 
whoare interested in the study of Bible Geogra- 
hy. 

" Lire 1n UTAH; or, The Mysteries and Crimes of 
Mormonism, 8vo, pp. 510. With map and nume- 
rous illustrations. By J. H. Beadle, editor of the 
“Salt Lake Reporter.’”’ Philadelphia: Nutionai 
Publishing Company. For a full, clear, and syste- 
matic history of Mormonism, we do not know that 
there has ever been a work published equal to 
this. It is not sensational nor m-retricious, in 
style, but dignified, unvarnished, unimpassioned, 
It isa full exposition of one of the greatest and 
baldest impostures ever inflicted upon society— 
whether in the name of religion or irreligion. The 
author shows himself to be a true historian in his 
treatment of the subject, and from his splendid 
opportunities asa resident “Gentile” editoramong 
the people, and the evident intelligence, candor, 
and sound judgment which he displays, inspires 
the reader with the greatest confidence in his 
work. ToChristian people, American Christians 
especially, who would have a thorough and relia- 
ble history of the sect whose presence is a reproach 
to our country, and whose existence is a disgrace to 
the civilization of the age, we commend this as the 
newest and best work on the subject. Itis sold 
only by subscription, canvassers being wanted for 
every locality. 

MATERNITY: A Popular Treatise for Young Wives 
and Mothers. 12mo, pp. 450. By T.S. Verdi, A.M., 
M.D. New York: J. B. Ford & Co. Acareful exa- 
mination shows this to be a truly complete and 
valuable work,—a much needed manual for the 
family on the most interesting and vital of mate- 
rialsubjects. It is calculated to be the helper of 
the family physician and the instructorof parents 
onthepro>er treatmentof their offspring. It details 
symptoms of disease with specifics for their relief 
and cure, and contains, in brief,a thousand and 
one hints, suggestions and directions that may be 
made practically available in preventing disease 
and promoting health, wherever they are followed, 
The work is not thatof an empiric, but of along 
and well known practitioner of the Homoeopathic 
school, in Washington city. His work is written 
in plain, clear style, with sensible directness and 
truest delicacy, without being encumbered with 
technical verbosities. Some such work is needed 
in every household; and the newest from a relia- 
ble hand is, other things being equal, apt to be the 
best. 

PROPHECY A PREPARATION FOR CHRIST: 
Eight Lectures preached before the University of 
Oxford, in the year 1869, on the Bampton Founda- 
tion, By 8. Payne Smith, D.D., Regius Professor 
of Divinity, and Canog of Christ chureh, Oxford, 
1mo, pp. 397. Boston: Gould & Lincoln, Tuis 





course of lectures, by one of the most prominent 
divines of the Church of England. is an able de- 
fence of tiie inspiration of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, from the stand-point of prophecy, The cha- 
racterof the Old Testament prophets, scope of their 
utterances, their evident bearing upon the coming 
of Christ, their relation, indeed, to none other but 
Christ,are examined and exhibited, and the whole 
theme treated with evident vigor and learning. 
For sale in Philadelphia by Smith, English & Co. 

DRIVEN TO SKA; or, The Adventures of Norrie 
Seaton. By Mrs. George Cupples. Boston: Horace 
RB. Fuller. Thetitle of this book makes a poor text 
to preach to boys from, Even where a real case of 
oppression is made out, as In this story, the gene- 
ral fact is seized upon by restless and romantie 
youth, and made to fit any and every special occa- 
sion. A weak remonstrance is inserted by the au- 
thor, but the sympathy sure to be excited in 
most healthy boy-natures for our boy-“hero,” will 
swallow upadozen such moralizing remonstrau- 
ces, Give us a good sea-story for boys, if you will, 
in which thedisobedient ranaway is plainly shown 
to be wrong, and goes in the broad, open daylight, 
withoutéhe romance of the muffled tread of pre- 
paration, the conventional pack lowered from the 
back window in thestar-light, the last sad note ‘ett 
upon the bureau, and the excitement of discovery 
and pursuit next day! These thingsit is that con- 
stitute largely the harmful tendency of many such 
books that otherwise would be usetul. 

Tim's TROUBLES; Or, Tried and Tru. 
Temperance Tale. By M. A. Paull. New York: 
National Temperance Society. This is an English 
reprint, that took the second prizein the late com- 
petition invited by the United Kingdom Band of 
Hope Union, Itisa work of unusuil interest and 
power, Toour mind it is tull, equal, if not supe- 
rior, to “Frank Oldfield,” which took the first 
prize in the same competition. It im; resses its 
lesson with facts that stir the very heart's depths. 
Few readers, whether young or old, will be able to 
resist the eloquence and pathos of the story. The 
young in our Sabbath-schools and in all schools, 
ean hardly tail to be benefitted by the story, 

THE SNow-Drop LIBRARY. 6 volumes, in a box. 
Philadelphia: Perkinpine & Hiygins. A collection 
of pretty little stories, suitable tor a child'sr ad- 
ing, or for pareuts to read to their children, and 
having many good illustrations of child-life that 
would be helpful to infant-class teachers and talk- 
ers to little folks, The lessons taught are nume- 
rous and nee.led. In one volums alone, we find 
these lessons among others: on Contentment,—an 
Allegory, on Disobedience, Szif-Indulgence, Self- 
Denial, Exaggeration, Procrastination, Tuought- 
lessness, on “G-tting Mal,” against the Use of 
Slang Phrases,oa Tract Distribution, Truthtulness, 
the Missionary Spirit, &c., &&. This * Library” is 
similar in style to “The Golden Grain Library,” 
noticed last week, and is equally good, witha single 
exception, Why the publishers allowed the pro- 
fane expression “By Jove!’ to remain in one of 
the little stories we canuotl understand. It is cer- 
tainly a want of care which the makers of religious 
books for our children should, of all men, never be 
guilty of, 

THE MAY AND Tom LIBRARY. By Fanfan. 5 vols. 
Boston: dmerican Tract Society, Thi seure charm- 
ing stories. The author, Mrs. F. B Smith, has the 
giftof conveying her instructious in a simple and 
delightful way that is at once attractive and im- 
pressive tothe young reader, We have not read 
ina long.time more truly us ful and pleasing ju- 
venile books. They should be found in all our 
Sunduy-schools, 

THE LORD'S PRAYER PICTURE. New York: Trub- 
shaw & Miller. This isa large and finely executed 
photograph of an elaborate piece of penmanship, 
illustrating the Lord’s Prayer. The original is by 
a masterpenman, The work is medallion shaped. 
Toe central figure is a bustof our Saviour, Encir- 
eling the whole is a scroll-like bo:der of great 
beauty, weaving its rich tracery around the woamk, 
and opening wt intervals into twelve ovals, in 
which are set twelve gems—the busts of the Apos- 
tles, copied from Da Vinci's great painting of the 
Last Supper. The textofthe prayer is illustrated 
by sketches of some of the leading events in our 
Lord's life, distributed in place under the differ- 
ent petitions, and copied from pieces by the old 
masters. Itis, taken altogether, a bcautiful piece 


A Prize 





of art, and has its religious uses as well. Years of 
close labor were spent on the original, whioh will 
rank among the most ingenious things of the kind 
ever produced, For terms of sale, &., see adver- 
tising columns, 

BURIED IN THE SNow. Philadelphia: Lutheran 
Board of Publication, A story by Franz Hotfinann, 
translated from the German, and one of the Fa- 
therland Series, published by the Lutheran Board. 
It tells of a party who were buried by the snow in 
an old hut on the Alps, and after months of suffer- 
ing were finally rescu.d, The moral of the tale is, 
“Trust ye in the Lord forever, for in the Lord Je- 
hovah is everlasting strength.” 

Datsy’s COMPANIONS. Philadelphia: American 
Sunday-Schoot Union. A story for little girls, giving 
some very natural and pretty pictures of child- 
lite, but not teaching any special lessons with 
much force. Some purtsof it would make plea- 
sant reading for a child's brief entertainment, 

Honor BRIGHT. Philadelphia: Presbytertan 
Bourd of Publication. A story about an honest lit- 
tle girl whose faithfulness to her employer met its 
reward. Itis one of those stereotyped sort of sto- 
ries for children that were so common a few years 
ago. 

SPEECHES, LETTERS and SAYINGS of CHARILES 
DICKENS: To which is added aSketch of the Au- 
thor by George Augu-tus Sala, and Dean Stanley's 
Sermon, New York: Hurper & Brothers. This 
timely publication will enable the public to geta 
truer insight into the character of the late lament- 
ed novelist, than any separate publication yet 
issued, It shows thatthe gifted author was a grace- 
tul speech-maker and 1. tter-writer as well as @ 
prince among story-tellers, The book is in paper 
cover, price 5 cents, 

MIRIAM ALROY: A Romance of the 12th Century. 
By the Right Hon. Benjamin Disraeli. New York: 
D,. Appleton & Company. Papercover. Another of 
this celebrated author's series of novels. Price 50 
cents, 

SINGING ANNUAT. FOR SABBATH-SCHOOTS, By 
Prof, Puilip Puiliips. New York: Philip Phillip: & 
Co. Only a few weeks have passed since Philip 
Puillips brought out his “ Hallowed Songs,” newly 
revised, and in available shape for Sunday-school, 
Family and Prayer-meeting use. It is a truly 
rich collection of sacred songs. We now see that 
his busy pen has been employed on another col- 
lection to be called the “Singing Annual.” We 
have received specimen pages of it, aud are greatly 
pleased with the foretaste they afford us. It is de- 
signed to be published yearly, to contain 64 pages, 
each piece to be entirely original, to be used with 
other books, if needed, and thus meet the constant 
demand in Sabbath-schools for new music, or to 
be used by itself as a complete and entirely new 
work, 

SILVIA. By Julia Kavanagh. 
Appleton & Co, No. 24 of Appleton’s Library of 
Choice Novels, Price 75 cents. 

EVERY SATURDAY. Monthly Part for July. 
Boston: Fields, Osguod & Co, This richly illus 
trated journal is a credit to American enterprise. 
Besides its splendid original wood cuts, it selects 
some of the finest illustrations from foreign picto- 
rials, and contains as reading matter some of the. 
earliest and choicest bits from the foreign tablea, 

BLACKWOOD’S EDINBURGH MAGAZINE. July. 
New York: The Leonurd Scott Publishing Company. 
Contents: 1, Army Enlistment Act; 2. Earls Dene 
1X.; 3. Getting out of the Smoke; 4, John—(con- 
clusion); 5. Lecky’s History of Morals; 6. Dollie 
and tie twoSmiths; 7. The Lords and the Irish 
Land Bill; 8. Note to Review of © Lothair.” $4, 

Hours AT Home. August. New York: Charles 
Scribner & Company. Full, as usual, of good, read- 
able articles. $34 year. 

Tue Lrrrce Sowe;r, for the family and the Sun- 
day-school, and THE MORNING WATCH, for Sab- 
bath-school teachers and young Christians, are in- 
teresting and well edited monthly magazines, pub- 
lished by W. W. Dowling, at Indianapolis, Ind. 

MERRY’S MUSEUM, for July, appears with a new 
and beautiful coverand inan enlarged form, about 
one-third more reating matter: eing given than 
formerly. $1.50 a year. Horace B. Fuller, publisher, 
Boston, 

THK PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL and Packard's 
Monthly. August. New York: & R. Wells. Con- 
tents luteresting as ever. $3 a year. 


New York: D. 
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Advertising Department. 


Onder this head we classify the business notices 
which follow. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
Bt is our purpose and determination not to admit into 
& anything of an objectionable character, under any 
olrceumstances whatever. All advertisements to which 
no special address is appended, will be understood as 
those of our own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, it will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on wiiich the advertisement appeared. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & 00., 
PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 











Send for Specimens. 
MUSIC BOOKS 
FOR 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 





Arrangements have been made with the different 
Publishers by which we are enabled to furnish, at 
their prices, in large or small quantities, the follow- 
img Music Books, The prices by the hundred copies 
im board covers, are designated by the figures oppo- 
site each name. 

THE PRIZE, 33c. 
NOTES OF JOY, 30c. 
ECHO TO HAPPY VOICES, 30c. 
BRIGHT JEWELS, 30c. 
SONGS OF GLADNESS, 30c. 
NEW STANDARD SINGER, 40c. 
THE CASKET COMPLETE, 35c. 
FRESH LEAVES, 30c. 
CHAPEL GEMS, 30c. 
SABBATH-SONGS, 35c. 


THE SILVER SPRAY, 30c. 
SABBATH CAROLS, 30c. 
FRESH LAURELS, 30c. 
SINGING PILGRIM, 35c.’ 
CHAPEL MELODIES, 40c. 

TEMPERANCE CHIMES, 30c 
GOLDENPROMISE, 25c. 

THE CASKET, 30c. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOL BANNER, 30c. 
NEW GOLDEN CHAIN, 30c. 
NEW GOLDEN TRIO, 7c. 
CHILDREN’S PRAISE, 35c. 
MUSICAL LEAVES, 30c. 
HAPPY VOICES, 35c. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL HOSANNA, 30c. 
PILGRIM AND LEAVES, 65c. 
NEW GOLDEN SHOWER, 30c. 
SABBATH CHIMES, 30c. 
GOLDEN CENSER, 3vc. 
SWEET SINGER, 30e. 
THE DIADEM, 30c. 
CLARIONA, 50c. 
a&@ Orders for any of the above publications re- 
spectfully solicited. Samples by mail, with expense 
ef postage added. 


opniate for in qasons. 
THE TEACHER’S CROWN, 


By JOHN 8S. HART. 

A beautiful tract for teachers, containing rich 
gems of thought,and pointing to the reward in 
store for earnest laborers in the Sabbath-school 
vineyard. Price 36centsadozen. Send two 3-cent 
stamps for a sample by mail. 








TWELVE YEARS WITH THE CHILDREN, 


By Rev. WM. WARREN, Dist. Sec. of Am. Board. 
Cloth, 16mo. 324 pp. Illust’d. Price $1.25, 2d-Edition, 


The book is constructed upon four suggestive 
mottoes, under each of which the best traits of ju- 
venile character are brought out by a gyeat variety 
of illustrations and anecdotes. This book contains 
many interesting and instructive steries, all of which 
are strictly true, 





Graded: Question Paper. 
Issued for Every Week. 





The Series of Question Papers for Scholars, to ac- 
company the Lessons which are appearing in The 
Sunday-School Times this year, are furnished on the 
following terms: 


Subscriptionsin Advance. 





100 copies, from Aug7th tocloseofthe year, $4.00 
50 oe “ oe “ “oe 2.00 
25 “ “oe “ “ “ 1,00 

10 it) o “ “ i) 40c 
Try them! Try them!! 

100 copies, three months, on trial, - - $2.50 
50 “ “ “ = “ “ 1.25 
25 “ “ “ - e Z 65¢ 
10 “ “ “ e * * 30¢ 


4 
No subscriptions received for less than 10 copies, 
Samples sent to any address on receipt of a stamp 
for postage. 





LORD’S PRAYER PICTURE. 


Lp 1Christ. 2 John. 3 Matthew. 
4 Judas, 5. Andrew. 6Simon. 
7 James, the less. 8 Bartholo- 
mew. 9 Philip. 10 James, the 
elder. 11 Thaddeus. 12 Tho- 
mas. 13 Peter. 14 The Nati- 
vity. 15 Childhood. 16 Bap- 
tism, &c, 17 Sermon on the 
Mount. 18 Transfiguration. 
19 Last Supper. 20Crucifixion. 
21 Resurrection, 22 Ascension. 
23 24 Children praying. Also 
the Lord’s Prayer, in letters 
(eP 






2 ~~ 
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of rare design and beauty. 
AGENTS WANTED. 

The original was executed with a pen, and took 
six years labor. Is the most comprehensive and 
instructive work ever issued. Strongly indorsed 
by the press and leading clergy. Liberal commis- 
sion, exclusive territory. Price of Photgraph, $3, 
$2, $1.25, 25c. 

TRUBSHAW & MILLER, &8 Fulton St., N.Y. 

Gospel Treasury $3.75, $9, Harmony 60c, 75c. Walks 

and Words of Jesus $1.50. Steps of Jesus 35c. Psth 

of Jesus 20c, $7. Manuals 40c, 80c. Free by Mail, 


ONLY 3 CENTS. 





Beautiful Hymns, 
For Sabbath-Schools; 
Sweet Music, 
For Sabbath-Schools; 
Cheap Book, 
For Sabbath-Schools. 


‘6A Few Notes from Songs of Gladness,”’ 


Is the title of a small collection of fifteen beautiful 
Hymns, with Music, for Sabbath-schools recently 
published. It contains some delightful pieces for 
Anniversaries, Monthly Concerts and other similar 
occasions. $3 per hundred; 40 cents perdozen. At 
these rates they will be sent by mail, post-paid, 
Sample on receipt of stamp for postage. 


TEACHER’S CLASS-BOOK : 


IMPROVED. 
PRICE 15 CENTS. 


This form of Class-Book for the use of Sabbath- 
school teachers certainly combines the advantages 
| senna by all others, On the open page are blanks 
ior recording the name of every scholar, and for 
each week his attendance, lesson, behaviour, con- 
tribution, and the number of library book. Either 
of these may be omitted, but if kept complete, they 
form an interesting record. By mail 19 cents, 








GOOD BIBLE MAPS. 
PALESTINE 


AND OTHER 


PARTS OF SYRIA. 


Size, 6 by 9 feet. Price, $15. 


This large and pemeie y valuable Map of the 
Holy Land, is the result of the united labors of Rey. 
Henry 8S. Osborn, LL. D., and Rev. Lyman Coleman 
D. D. Ithas been constructed after the personal 
surveys of the authors, who have also availed them- 
selves of the opinions of Robinson, Thomson, Kie- 
pert, Wetzstein, Van De Velde, Porter and others; 
esides embracing the information obtained by the 
recent British Admiralty Survey on the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean. Ithas been emphatically 
pronounced the best Map of Palestine for Sunday- 
schools ever published in any age or country. 


JERUSALEM 


AND 


ADJACENT PLACES. 


Size, 5 by 8 feet. Price, $12. 


This is a beautiful Bird’s Eye View of Jerusalem, 
as it is supposed to have appeared in the time of our 
Saviour. It embraces not only the city, but the 
towns, mountains and valleysin its vicinity. The 
prominent objects are delineated with great clear- 
ness, so that there is no difficulty in identifyin 
them, The Map is accompanied by a Manual ona 
Key which will give to any one, however unfami- 
liar with the subject, sufficient information to ena- 
bls him to fully understand and explain the View. 


BIBLE LANDS, 


Iltustrating Especially 


THE TRAVELS OF ST. PAUL. 
Size, 4 by 6 feet. Price, $7. 


A very convenient Map for all who are engaged 
in — that portion of the Bible which em- 
braces the Life and Labors of the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles. His different voyages are distinctly 
marked by colored lines, so that they can be easily 
traced by any one engaged in the study of the nar- 
rative. The Map embraces that portion of the ter- 
ritory known as Asia Minor, and extends as far 
westward as Greece and Italy. 


JOURNEYINGS OF ISRAEL. 


MvusSLIN—UNMOUNTED. 


Size, 4 by 5 feet. Price, $3. 


This Map has been prepared by Rev. J. P. Durnin, 
D. D., from personal travels and observations in the 
lands of Egypt and Palestine. It embraces the ter- 
ritory from beyond the Nile River on the west, to 
twenty miles east of the Dead Sea, and covering 
more than 200 miles of extent from north to south. 

This Map will be sent by mail on receipt of price. 


RELIEF MAP OF PALESTINE. 


Rev. W. L. Gage, author of “Studies in Bible 
Lands,” has recently imported a beautiful little 
Map of Palestine in the time of the patriarchs, 
made of papier mache, s0 moulded as to show the 
elevations and depressions of the face of the coun- 
try. It is intended for a teacher’s use in his class, 
and will aid greatly in understanding the Scriptu- 
ral allusions to the mountains, hills and valleys of 
the Holy Land. Price $1, for which copies will be 
sent by mail. 


ON TRIAL, FOR 50 CENTS. 


Pastors, Superintendents and other friends of the 
Sabbath-school have expressed a wish that The 
Sunday-School Times should visit their teachers 
until they become acquainted with the paper; as-~ 
sured that they will soon realize thatan annuai 
ane gene is a good investment of 3 cents a week. 
We will send the paper FouR MONTHS on (trial, in 
large or small quantities, at the rate of 50 cents per 
copy. Surely in no other way could teachers be so 
greatly benefitted withsosmallan outlay of m oney 


P CHRIST—HIS LIFE—APOSTLES—In the 
Lord’s Prayer Picture. See Advertisement 
and Editorial in other columns, 
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IMPORTANT AIDS 


FOR 


Superintendents 2 Teachers. 


New Cyclopzdia of Illustrations. 
BY REV. ELON FOSTER. 





This exceedingly valuable treasury contains the 
most carefully prepared selection of Facts, Figures, 
Quotations and Religious Anecdotes, adapted to 
the use of all who are engaged in the religious and 
moral culture of the young, that has yet been pub- 
lished in this country. Sabbath-school speakers 
will find a vast amount of available material with 
which to enforce and carry home lessons of vital 
importance to the minds of their hearers, and the 
work will be accepted everywhere as a valuable 
contribution to our Sabbath-school literature. 
Royal octavo of more than 700 pages. Cloth, $5; 
leather, $6. 





BOUND VOLUME FOR (869. 


The Sunday-School Times 


for last year contained 624 quarto pages of valuable 
material, bearing on almost every phase of the 
Sabbath-school work. The bound volume furnishes 
the most complete record of the progress of the 
cause in this land during 1869 to be found any- 
where. Practical and useful aticles on various 
Sunday-school topics apeared in its columns, The 
volume has been carefully and systematically in- 
dexed, and substantially bound in cloth. Price, $3 





SABBATH-SCHOOL INDEX. 


This new edition of a standard work is perhaps 
the most valuable manual for superintendents and 
teachers that has yet appeared. Almost every to- 
pic of interest to Sunday-school workers is treated 
in such a pointed and practical way as to leave 
very little unsaid that would be of lasting benefit 
to those for whom it is specially intended. If a 
teacher can have but few guide-books for self-im- 
provement, first and foremost he should secure 
“ Pardee’s Sabbath-School Index.”’ Price, $1.25. 





BIBLE DICTIONARY, 


FOR 


SUPERINTENDENTS AND TEACHERS 


BY WILLIAM SMITH, LL.D. 





While other editions of this valuable work by 
the eminent author have appeared, it would be 
difficult to conceive of one in all respects 
better adapted to the wants of the Sabbath- 
school. Being prepared by Dr. Smith from his 
larger work, it is considered accurate as regards 
statement, and sufficiently thorough for all practi- 
eal purposes. It is a fine octavo volume of 776 
pages, containing besides three maps and nume- 
rous small illustrations, sixteen full-page wood- 
eats, and eight fine steel engravings. Price, cloth, 
$8.60; leather, $4. 


(See next column.) 





IMPORTANT AIDS. 
(CONTINUED. ) 


REPORT of the NATIONAL CONVENTION 


Held at Newark, N. J., April, 1869, 





Every Superintendent, Teacher and earnest Sun- 
day-school worker should possess a copy of this 
valuable Document, containing the full report of 
the proceedings of the most important national 
gathering of its character ever held in this 
country. It abounds in useful suggestions and 
practical illustrations of value to every one en- 
gaged in the great work. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, $1. 


GUIDE 10 PALESTINE, 


BY REV. HENRY S. OSBORN, LL.D., 





An admirable little book containing a complete 
list of the names of all the cities, &c., of Palestine, 
mentioned in the Scriptures, whose sites are ac- 
tually known; with their most approved pronun- 
ciations and significations, their historical interests 
and all the references to their most important 
Scriptural associations; with Lessons and Illustra- 
tions derived from them. It has been carefully 
prepared from the latest and best authorities, and 
from personal travels and examinations. Price, 
65 cents. 


re ospel {jreaguny. 


BY ROBERT MIMPRISS. 








This masterpiece of authorship surveys the 
entire ground occupied by the Four Evangelists, 
and takes up each topic with a depth of research 
and minuteness of description which makes the 
reader, as far as possible, master of the subject 
under consideration. We know of no one who has 
carefully examined this exhaustively comprehen- 
sive work, who is not delighted with the arrange- 
ment and comparison of each passage of Scrip- 
ture as it is presented for the consideration of 
the reader. Price, $3.50. 


BIBLE ANIMALS. 


BY REV. J. G. WOOD, M.A. 








This beautiful work is one of the most attractive 
aids tothe study of the Bible ever published, Its 
author, who occupies the foremost place among 
living writers upon Natural History, has taken up 
in its proper succession, every creature whose 
name is given in the Scriptures, and supplied so 
much of its history as will enable the reader to un- 
derstand all the passages in which it is mentioned, 
A general account of each animal is first given, 
embracing its habits, peculiarities, mode of life, 
and where it is sought as game, the manner in 
which it is caught; and these particulars are fol- 
lowed by special explanations (whenever required) 
of those texts in which pointed reference is made 
to it, but of which the full force cannot be gathered 
without a knowledge of Natural History. The 100 
illustrations it contains are from designs by the 
best artists, and are executed in the finest style of 
wood engraving. They have been carefully arrang- 
ed, so that each illustration explains one or more 
passages of Scripture. Royal 8vo. Price, $5. 





Single copies of any of these works sent by mail 
on receipt of price. 





American Tract Society, 
104 Washington Street, Boston, 
is the place to purchase at extremely low prices— 


STANDARD RELIGIOUS WORKS, 
BOOKS FOR THE FAMILY, an@ 
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED BOOKS, 
(For YOUNG AND OLD.) 


Clergymon, Parents, Sabbath-School Teachers, — 


and all others who desire to supply themselves er 
PRESENT TO THEIR FRIENDS, a pure religious 
literature, are invited to cali and examine our ex- 
tensive and varied assortment, 


All needed requisites for Sabbath-schools, inclu- 
ding 


MUSIC AND QUESTION BOOKS, 
AND 
ILLUMINATED CARDS. 
Orders by letter will receive prompt attention. 


H. E. SIMMONS, N. P. KEMP, 
Treasurer. General Agent. 





GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAYSCHOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL 


AS 


REWARDS OF MERIT. 


These Medals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in- 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend- 
ance for acertain time of children who have not 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school. 

The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bible, encircled by this passage: 


“Search the Scriptures: forin them ye think ye 
have Eternal Life.” 


PRICES PER DOZEN: 
Git, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLAIN, $3. 


4a@ Samples of either style sent post-paid for ¢ 
cents beyond the dozen rate price. 





TheNEW Sunday-School Seat.. 


|| epee It 













And many other kinds of Sunday-schoo) furniture, 
at the S.8. TEACHERS’ AGENCY and BAZAAR, 
76 East 9th St., New York. 4@-Send for Circulars. 


PATENT 
Portable Book-Case. 


Convenient, Cheap, Ornamental. 








HIS ADMIRABLE INVENTION is just the 
thing for Clergymen, Students, Professionat 
Men and others who have to move from place to 
place and carry their books with them. In size it 
is 4 feet wide and 744 feet high, surmounted by an 
ornamental scroll, and containing 8 shelves, capa- 
ble of holding 250 volumes of the ordinary size. 
The sides of the case are in two pieces, hinged to- 
gether so that they can be folded to be packed. 
They as well as the mouldings on the front of each 
shelf, are of black walnut, and when the case is 
taken apart on moving day, the shelves are so ar- 
ranged that they form boxes for packing the books. 
Price $18. 
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Something New. 


AN ATTRACTIVE SERIES OF WALL TEXTS 
has reeently been printéd in bold letters, so plain 
that any child familiar with the alphabet can read 
them. Although very distinct, they are highly or- 
namental, and their cheapness will secure an in- 
troduction into many schools where the elabo- 
rately finished lithograph texts are considered too 
expensive. They are printed in colors, on heavy 
paper, 16 by 21 inches in size, 


The Texts are as follows: 


1.—“Stand up for Jesus.” 
2—* We would see Jesus.” 
3—** Ye Must be Born Again.” 
4.—“* Now is the Accepted Time.” 
6.—“ Suffer Little Children to Come unto Me.” 
6.—Search the Scriptures.” 
7.—*Come unto Me all ye that Laborand are 
heavy Laden and I will give you Rest.” 
8—* Remember thy Creatorin the Days of thy 
Youth.” ‘ 
9.—"*God Bless our Sunday-School.” 
19.—** Feed My Lambs.,”’ 
11.—** Come to Jesus.” 
12.—“ Hope Thou in God.” 
13.—“ Jesus the Only Saviour.’ 
14.—" Live for Jesus.” 
15.—“* Come Unto Me,” 
16.—** I will give you Rest.” 
17.—" Jesus Lives.” 





Bae If twelve texts are ordered at one time, they 
will be sent by mail for $1.75; the entire seventeen 
for $2.50. Single copies, 20 cts. 





SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Sabhath-Scheol Superintendents 


Clergymen, Superintendents, Teachers, Commit- 
tees und others, on application, will receive grutis, 


A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 
F 


Sabbath-School Books, 


Containing a List of New and Select Books, 
Pubiished within fifteen months previous to Janu- 
ary Ist, 1870; also, a Catalogue comprising over 
twenty-two hundred volumes of books which ure ge- 
Nerally selected and admitted into Sabbath- 
Bchoul Libraries of all denominations. These Cata- 
logues, descriptive as far as possible, will be found 
of yreat assistance in making selections, and a va- 
fuable medium of reference, 

A Complete Assortment of Sabbath-School 
Books and Sabbath-School Requisites. 


All New Books recrived as soon as published. 
Wh-n entrusted with the selection of Libraries, 
eare will be taken to select the best bouks, and any 
volumes that do nut prove satisfactory, after «xa- 
mination, may be ex-hanged, Lists priced, aud 
information furnished promptly, Address, 


ALFRED MARTIEN, 
Wholesale Sabbath-Schoolt Bookseller, 
2214 CHESC NUL STREEL, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


BEAUTIFUL CERTIFICATE 


FOR 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


This Certificateconsists of a picture of the Saviour 
blessing little children, printed in six bright colors, 
and surrounded by a neat tinted gothic border 
Beneath the picture is a form to be filled up and 
signed by the Superintendent. The size is ll by li 


inches. 
PRICE 25 CENTS. 


in large or small quantities, 
Specimen by mail on receipt of price, 











DODD & MEAD’S Sunday-Schoo! 
Catulogue—a handsome pamphlet of 84 
pages—containing much valuable infor- 
mation for Superintendents, Teachers, and 
Librarians, sent to any address on appli 
cation. DODD & MEAD, 

Successors (o M. W. Dodd 
762 Broadway, New York. 





THE PRIZE. 
By G.F. Root. 


THE PRIZE is 32 pages larger than the largest of 
Mr. Bradbury’s late Sunday-School Singing Books, 
and is fal: of Jjustsuch gems as ‘*Come to the Sa- 
viour.” “All around are kind and loving,” “Imma- 
nnels Land,” “ Behold, the Bridegroom Cometi:,” 
“The Song of the Angel Reapers,” “Joy to the 
World,” * There’s a light in the valley.” “Whoso- 
ever will,’ “The Prodigal Son,” &c., which are ai- 
ready immensely popular in the Sunday Schouls of 
Chicago, In six weeks from thedate of publication, 
THE PRIZE has reached an issue 0! 38,000 
Copies. In the last two weeks of this time over 
20,100 copies have been sold, Price, 40e single: $41a 
dozen ; 333 a hundred, ROOT & CADY. 

67 Washington Street, Chicago. 


IMPORTANT 
TO EVERY SUNDAY-SCHOOL! 


SELECT LIBRARY BOOKS. 


As conductors of The Sunday-School Times, we have 
for a number of years enjoyed unusually favorable 
facilities for becoming thoroughly acquainted with 
all the various publications intended for Sabbath- 
school Libraries, as they have from year to year 
been issued from the presses of THIRTY-SIX 
different societies and private publishers, During 
all this time we have carefully selected, after a 
thorough examination, from all available sources, 
the very choicest and best of these books, which we 
are prepared to supply to those who favor us with 
their patronage, The warmest words of recom- 
mendation have reached us trom pastors and super- 
intendeuts, whose schools have been furnished by 
us with our SKLECT BOOKS. 

These Select Library Books embrace the cream of 
the publications from the following well-known 
houses, besides a number of others: 


American Sunday-School Union, 
Robert Curter & Brothers. 
American Tract Society, Boston. 








Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
Congregational S. S.and Publishing Society. 
A. D. F. Randolph & Co. 


American Baptist Publication Society. 
Methodist Book Concern, 
Henry Hoyt. 


Presbyterian Publication Committee. 
Protestant Episcopal Society. 
Evangelical Knowledge Society. 


American Tract Society, New York. 
Perkinpine & Higgins. 
Gould & Lincoln, 
Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
D. Lothrop & Co. 
J. P. Skelly & Co. 


National Temperance Society. 
Andrew F, Graves. 
Alfred Martien, 
The advantages to be secured by sending orders 
tous, and submitting the selections to our judg- 
ment, afe: 
lst.— All books of an aimless or light and trifling 
character are avoided, 

2nd.—No volume is admitted that does not con- 
tain religious and moral truth, 

3rd.— Dull books that would be useless lumber in 
any library are excluded, 

4th.— Nothing inappropriate for reading on the 
Lord s Day is admitted, 

5th.—Books containing a discussion of doctrinal 
questions not included, unless requested. 

6th.—The excellence of every volume is yuaran- 
teed to all our purchusers. 


Correspondence tis cordially solicited from schools 
of all denominations, and all orders by mail meet 
with prompt attention, 


LP —TEACHERS should read the Advertise- 
ment anc Editorial desciibing tue L. P,P. 
ur Luid’s Prayer Picture. 








PHILIP PHILLIPS’ 
Sacred and Sunday-School Musio, 


AND 
Smith’s Unrivalled American Organs, 
37 UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK. 





Over two millions of his works in use in the 
Churches, Sabbath-schools and homes of Europe 
and America, ‘New Hallowed Songs,” “Stan- 
dard Singer,” “Singing Pilgrim,” “ Fresh Leaves,” 
“Standard Gems,” &c., &c. “The Singing Annual,” 
for Sabbath-schools, containing nothing but new 
and original music, will be published July Ist, 1870, 
Write or call, hear and see the most popular Sun- 
day-school Music, at 87 Union Square, N. B.—“The 
Singing People,” uevoted to the cause of congrega- 
tional singing, is published quarterly, at 50 cents 
perannum. 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


BLACKBOARD, 


Edited by Samuel W. Clark. 





This is acknowledged to be the best work yet 
published on the subject of Visible INustrationg 
of Bible Themes, It is the only Magazine expe. 
cially devoted to Blackboard delineation. Pubs- 
lished once every two months at $1 per annum im 
advance, Sample number post-paid on receipt of 
25 cents. 





“getty © will please read Advertiae. 
mentand Editorial otthe LORD'S PRAYER 
Plc TURE in other columns, 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Published Every Week, 
$1.40 A YEAR. 
Single numbers, 5 cents, 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Constdering the amount and variety of ortgtnai 
matter in THE TIMES, tt ts believed to be the cheape:\| 
religious weekly published, . 

“Ve subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken, 

“Vv paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid i 
advance, 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub« 
acriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made, 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures, 

The po».tage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid in advance at the post office where the 
aubseri ber resides, 

A Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, te any one whe will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dn sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
ve done, 

lt letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
wriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications tor Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 


608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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